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LABOUR FOR HOUSINGFE8 2 0 1926 


R. BEVAN’S letter to the President of the National 
Federation of Building Trades Employers, published 

in our last issue, and the friendly and reasonable manner in 
which it is couched, give rise to hope that we may look for 
future cooperation between the Ministry of Health and 
the organised employers which may be interpreted in the 
best sense of that overworked word. It is clear that both 
sides are beginning to understand each other and have 
reached a common ground, first, in their joint desire to 
bring down building costs while maintaining a high standard 
of design and construction and, second, in their realisation 


‘that the interests both of Government and industry are 


indivisible. 

Excellent though this understanding is, neither side 
would be justified in thinking that the glignment is more 
than a first step towards their common object—the pro- 
vision of good houses in large numbers and at reasonable 
prices. The industry has long been aware of the barriers 
in the way—barriers, that is, within the circumscribed field 
of endeavour at present restricted to the provision of local 
authority-sponsored houses to let. At every turn these 
barriers resolve themselves into problems of labour— 
technical, craft and manufacturing. Of this fact the 
Minister of Health shows himself to be fully aware; in 
particular he draws attention in his letter to the absorption 
of labour on unessential repairs and the difficulty of 
attracting such labour to new house building, and issues 
the plain warning that unless action is taken it will be 
much more serious when the outdoor building season 
really begins and the number of houses in approved tenders 
is stepped up, as it is bound to be materially in the course 
of the next few months. 


This problem would seem to resolve itself into need for 
action along two fronts—one, the demobilisation under 


Class B of more operatives now in the Forces; two, the 


“ attracting ” (Mr. Bevan’s word) of labour to new house 
building. Both sections of this problem are quite apart 
from the creation of conditions—such as the purchase of 
sites, the: preparation of layouts and plans, the provision 


.of materials and the availability of skilled supervision— 


which, as a matter of policy, are more the responsibility 
of the Government or local authority. 


The latest figures for building employment show a total 
of 860,000 operatives engaged at November 30 last in 
building and civil engineering as compared with 810,000 
at the end of October and 722,000 at June, 1945. Much 
might be done to speed up releases under Class B, and 
several cases have been brought to our direct attention 
where skilled men are desirous of release whose commanding 
officers will not relinquish them. Many other men, how- 


ever, who could be 1 willing to,use the Class B 
method because of thi PA hed eitbee attaching 
to it. These men, as well as others now at home, might 
well be “attracted,” were the principle of application of 
the Essential Work Order to be varied to general direction 
instead of the present direction to specific jobs. General 
direction to new housing contracts would obviate the need 
for the application of the Essential Work Order. A man and 
his employer would be free to part; the only obligation 
on the man would be that he must get a job with another 
employer who has a new housing contract. We believe 
this proposal to be worth investigation as a preliminary 
step towards the ideal state of unfettered labour move- 
ment. It would certainly be highly acceptable to both 
employers and operatives who are agreed that the Essential 
Work Order leads to inefficiency and high cost. If the 
Government really means to attract more labour it must 
consider some such step as outlined, possibly linked with 
some form of payment by results. 

Every realist is aware that a situation such as the present 
calls for some measure of control. Unfortunately there 
will always be those who seek to evade, and one manifesta- 
tion is the problem caused by the seeping of labour into 
unessential and often unlicensed work of repairs to build- 
ings. This “black market” building, as Mr. Buchanan 
called it in a speech last week, affects not only the builder 
but building owners and architects as well, and there have 
been many complaints that work in respect of which 
licences have been refused have been carried out by opera- 
tives in their spare time. The danger of the position is 
realised if we remember that there are still nearly 12 
million houses in England and Wales wanting repairs, and 
if all were given only £10 worth there would be little or 
no labour for new housing. Two things seem to be necessary 
here, a campaign of education on the one hand and on the 
other stricter supervision of the licensing scheme. If 
there must be licensing, then it must be effective, and it 
would seem that more inspectors and heavier penalties 
are the only solution. But an additional solvent of this 
problem would be to bring more builders into housing 
work. Local authorities have been told to let their con- 
tracts in sizes suitable for all builders, but many of them 
are not observing this request. 

We should make clear that we except from these 
strictures employers who have put demobilised men on 
other work because of the lack of new housing contracts. 
Here the remedy is to hurry up the preparation of plans 
and the placing of housing contracts. 

We tender these proposals to the Minister in the belief 
that action on these or similar lines is required if the hous- 
ing campaign is not to be stifled ere it is properly born. 
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NOTES AND .NEWS 


“The Englishman’s Home.” 

Tuere is to be another brdadcast dis- 
cussion on housing, entitled ‘‘ The En- 
glishman’s Home,”’ this evening (Friday). 
Housing problems will be the subject, and 
those taking part will be Mr. D. E. E. 
Gibson, City Architect for Coventry; 
George Levarne, a foreman bricklayer ; 
Frank Russon, joint managing director of 
a large building firm in the Midlands; 
Captain Stephen Swingler, M.P. for Staf- 
ford; and Councillor Worthington, Lord 
Mayor of Leicester, who will act as chair- 
man. The programme is in the Home 
Service at 7.30 p.m. 








Build:ng Employment Statistics. 

Figures published by the Ministry of 
Labour and National Service on January 
17 show the following employment figures 
for the -building industry :— 


Mid 1939 ... 1,310,000 
Mid 1943 ..: 726,000 
Mid: 1945 ... 722,000 
Oct. 31, 1945 810,000 
Nov. 30, 1945 860,000 


New Year Honours. 

WE regret that in recording the O.B.E. 
conferred on the Chief Licensing Officer, 
M.o.W. (Mr. Winston V. Wastie) in our 
issue of January 11, Mr. Wastie’s name 
was incorrectly spelt. 


House of Commons Rebuilding 

THE contract for the foundations of the 
Chamber of the new House of Commons 
has been let by the Ministry of Works to 
Messrs. Trollope & Colls, Ltd. Tenders 
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for the superstructure contract will be 
invited at a later late. 


An Appointment. 

Mr. Frank RecinaLp Sreeze, architect 
to the city of Exeter, has been appointed 
county architect to the West Sussex 
Council. 


City of Exeter Architect 

Exeter Town Council invite applications 
for post of City Architect. Applicants 
must be members of R.I.B.A. Salary 
£1,000 p.a., rising to £1,250, plus cost of 
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living bonus. Details advertised else. 


where in this issue, 


Builders to Order Materials 

AFTER reviewing the supply position this 
month the Ministry of Works asks _ local 
authorities, builders, contractors, builders’ 
merchants and others engaged in the build- 
ing trade to place orders now for certain’ 
materials and components in order to meet 
their future requirements, or to increase 
their existing stocks to a level which will 
allow a safe margin for contingencies, 
Materials and components concerned are 
those in production of which there are 
stocks in the hands of manufacturers or 
producers, and those for which there is 
adequate manufacturing capacity, labour, 
and materials immediately available to 


meet all probable requirements. 


Professional Announcements. 

Messrs. Mattnews & Son, architects. and sur- 
veyors K. Matthews, F.R.TB.A., F.S.1; 
H. G. May, B.Sc., F.8.1., A.M.T.P.I.; W. Stuart 
Smith, F.S.1.; D. M. B. Wood, F.8.I.), incorpor- 
ating John Farrer & Sons, removed their offices 
on January 1 from 72, Tottenham Court-road, 
W.1, to 91, Gower-street, W.C.1 (Euston 8511). 

Mr. Pawip Pan, F.S.1., the Lower Close, 
Norwich, has now opened a branch office at 
No. 3, South Quay, Great Yarmouth. Revised 
trade catalogues are desired for both addresses. 

Messrs. HuGH MINTY AND PARTNERS announce 
that they will commence practice at their 
London offices, 14, Bedford-row, W.C.1, as_ soon 
as repairs have been completed. (Telephone, 
Holborn 0452/3.) They have also opened offices 
at 318, London-road, Mitcham. Their office at 
Yateley, Camberley, will continue to be used 
for work in Hampshire and Berkshire. They 


will be glad to receive catalogues at all three. 


addresses. 

On and after February 1, the address of 
Messrs. T. M. EACON, SON AND KvnicGur, 
chartered quantity surveyors, will be 6, Drapers- 
gardens, Throgmorton-avenue, E,C.2. (Tel. : 
Monarch 7830). 











THE HOUSE OF COMMONS. Our'‘illustration shows the present 
condition of the House of Commons. A contract for foundation 


work has now been let, preparatory to a commencement on the erection 
of the new House, to the designs of Sir Giles Scott and his brother, 
Mr. Adrian Gilbert Scott. 


(See this page.) 





From The Builder of 1846. 
Saturday, January 24, 1846. 


Movine Houses 1y America.—One need not walk through 
many streets in New York without witnessing in one of them 
a removal or lifting up of a house; this is almost peculiar to 
American mechanics, and I was never tired of looking at it. 
The practice has contributed very much to the straightness and 
uniformity of the streets, and so perfectly at home are they at 
it that if an advertisement were to appear in the Sun, the Herald 
or the 7’ribune to remove the London Mansion House to Hamp- 
stead Heath, there would be several offers for the job.-... A 
worthy tradesman in the city of Brooklyn, opposite New 'York, 
wanted to convert his two parlour windows into a shop-front. 
‘*No, no,” said the builder, ‘‘ don’t throw away your parlour, 
I will lift your house up and build you a much better, loftier and 
more spacious shop where the parlour now stands.” The screws 
and timber were accordingly brought, and I saw the two-storey 
brick house go up slowly and imperceptibly whilst the daughters 
were looking out of the window.—Rambles in the United States 


and Canada. 
COMING EVENTS 
Tuesday, January 29. 

Tue Hovusine Centre. Mr. R 
in House Building.’’ 13, Suffolk-street, S.W.1. 1.15 p.m. 

InstiTUTION or CiviL EncrinEERS. DiScussion, introduced by 
Messrs. T. A. L. Paton and 8S. W. Cox, on ‘‘ Considerations in 
connection with Inviting and Preparing Tenders.’’ Gt. George- 
street, S.W.1. 5.30 p.m. x 

ARCHITECTURAL AssocraTION. Mr. W. H. Hamlyn, J. L. 
Martin and R. Llewellyn Davies on ‘‘ The Development Work of 
an Official Architect’s Office.”” 34-36, Bedford-square. 6 p.m. 

Wednesday, January 30. 

Roya Society or Arts. Mr. Kenneth Holmes on ‘‘ The Place 
of the Art School in the Life of the Community.”” John Adam- 
street, Adelphi, W.C.2. 1.45 p.m. 

Institute oF Wetpinc. Capt. R. B. Croft and Capt. 0. 
Lithgow on ‘‘ Mobile Welding with the Royal Engineers.’’ At 
Civil Engineers, Great George-street, S.W.1. 6 p.m. 


NatioNaAL FEDERATION OF BvuImLDING TRADES EMPLOYERS. 
Annual Dinner. “Mr. A. Bevan (Minister of Health), Guest of 
Honour. Dorchester Hotel, W. 7.15 p.m. 


Thursday, January 31. 
CHARTERED Surveyors’ INstTITUTION. Junior Quantity Sur- 
veyors’ Meeting. 18, Queen Anne’s-gate, S.W.1. 6.30 p.m. 





. R. Houston on ‘‘ Fibreglass - 
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THE WEST INDIES 


TECHNICIANS’ REPORT ON DEVELOPMENT 


AND PLANNING 


The following article, by two members of the Association 
of Building Technicians now in the West Indies, gives an 
-interesting picture of the development needs of the West 
Indies and some account of the organisation which has been 
set up to carry out the plans for the islands of the Colonial 
Development and Welfare Act, The article is reprinted from 


the current issue of The Keystone.—Ep. 


Durine the war, hundreds of England’s young technicians, 
a many A.B.T. members, have, through Army service, 
e to visit and see for themselves many parts of the 

world. They have been variously delighted and appalled by 
the conditions they have found in the countries and colonies, 
conditions which in their minds and imaginations would in 
ali probability have remained merely that which is conveyed 
by the written word and the factual figure. Many through 
their new experiences in various parts of the world have seen 


been ab 
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hitherto unsuspected horizons of opportunities and interest 


open before them. They have, through personal observations, 
been. able to appreciate for themselves the backward condi- 
tions that exist in some of our colonies to-day. 


have been forced to revise, in the light of 
these new experiences, their attitude to- 
wards problems facing the administration 
of the British Colonial Empire. It is 
hoped that the following may add to the 
‘fund of knowledge calieatae and throw 
some new light on the methods of dealing 
with these problems. It is also hoped to 
give an idea of the machinery being 
created to deal with these problems and 
of the importance of the contribution that 
the technician can make towards solving 
the planning, building and engineering 
problems arising from the large-scale con- 
struction programmes envisaged in the 
development plans of the colonies of the 
British Empire. 


Financial Backing for Colonial Schemes. 


It is now common knowledge that in 
1940 the Coalition Government passed an 
Act called the Colonial Development and 
Welfare Act. This. was a landmark in 
colonial policy, for it marked for the first 
time in history a complete departure from 
the old doctrine of self-sufficiency for the 
Empire. Its effect was to provide the 
initial impetus which would enable the 
Colonies to improve their social standards 
and increase their economic resources. In 
order to do this the Act provided the sum 
of £55,000,000 to be expended during the 
years 1941 to 1951. To those serving over- 
seas it may not be of such common know- 
ledge that an amendment to this Act was 
passed recently, the effect of which was 
to increase both the amount available and 
the period during which it will be avail- 
able. £120,000,000 are now made available 
for the development of the Colonies for the 


ten-year period 1946-56. The new Act was 


passed largely in recognition of the fact 


Many 


that the first five years of the original Act 
was included within the war years, when 
comparatively little could be spent on 
account of restrictions in materials. This 
extension of funds and the time in which 
to spend it was a wise and reasonable ges- 
ture on the part of the Coalition Govern- 
ment and has laid a firm foundation for 
the development of the economic resources 
and the improvement of social conditions 
in the Colonies. This is especially so when 
it is realised that, generally speaking, the 
available funds are by no means spread 
equally throughout the Colonies. Some 
colonies in possession of valuable minerals, 

roducts or the like, are able to finance 
themselves entirely from their own inland 
revenue. Others, with few, if any natural 
resources, cannot afford to finance develop- 


ment programmes without substantial 
financial assistance from the United 
Kingdom. 


A New Type of Colonial Organisation. 

It was to one of these groups of colonies, 
the West Indies, that a Royal Commis- 
sion, the report of which has just been 
made public, was sent in 1938, and it re- 
ported a pressing need for large expendi- 
ture on social services and development, 
and considered it essential that a new 
organisation be set up to work out. long- 
term programmes in collaboration with the 
local governments concerned. It was 
further proposed that a comptroller, with 
the aid of advisers or experts in particu- 
lar fields such as agriculture, education, 
medicine, engineering, town planning and 
housing, labour, social welfare, fisheries, 
etc., should be available to ‘advise the 
local Colonial administrations in the West 
Indies. Accordingly, after the Develop- 
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DIAGRAM, SHOWING EXTENT OF BRITISH WEST INDIES BY COMPARISON 
WITH PRINCIPAL CAPITALS OF THE OLD WORLD. 
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ment and Welfare Act was passed in 1940, 
and funds were made available, such an 
organisation as suggested by the Royal 
Commission was set up, finally establish- 
ing its working headquarters in Barbados. 
The organisation has consulted with local 
administrations and departments, councils 
and committees, and these consultations 
have resulted in a variety of agreed de- 
velopment and welfare projects or agreed 
proposals for development involving assis- 
tance under the Development and Welfare 
Act. 


The British Colonies in the West Indies. 

In order to understand the problems 
that arise in the British West Indies it is 
necessary to appreciate the geographical 
difficulties that face any such organisation 
dealing with the area as a-whole. The 
Colonies. are widely scattered and inter- 
colonial communications are poor. There 
is great diversity in their historical back- 
ground, their topography, climates, soils, 
development, and densities of population. 
The British possessions consist of the 
colony of British Honduras in Central 
America, the island of Jamaica in the 
Greater. Antilles, islands extending from 
Florida in the north to the colony of 
Trinidad and Tobago near the mouth of 
the river Orinoco, and the South American 
mainland colony of British Guiana. The 
map gives some idea of the size of the 
territory. Administratively, the British 
West Indies are grouped into seven units 
with a governor in charge of each, but 
these units have no fewer than thirteen 
separate legislatures responsible for pass- 
ing laws in their own colonies and for 
managing their own affairs. 

The main problems in the West Indies 
despite the differing condi- 
tions in the several colonies 
centre around the follow- 
ing :— 

(i) Increase of populations 
throughout the whole area; 
(ii) Shortage of employ- 


ie ment for these increasing 
populations ; 
(iii) Wastage of natural 
a resources which has taken 
place ; 
(iv) Limited acreage of 
land suitable for agricul- 
ture ; 


(v) Inadequate protection 
and development of forest 
and water supplies; 

(vi) Poor housing and sani- 
tation ; 








(vit) Inadequate provision for public 
health services for the prevention of 
disease ; 

(viii) Inadequate schools and shortage 
of well-trained teachers ; 

(ix) General need for improvement and 
development in local government and com- 
munity activities; and 

(x) Limited transport and communica- 
tion facilities, which have resulted in 
insular and parochial attitudes. 

The total population of the British 
West Indies is estimated at approxi- 
mately 2,800,000 at the present time, and 
is increasing at the rate of nearly two per 
cent. per annum. 

A marked feature of the distribution 
of the population in most colonies is the 
large percentage of people who live in 
urban centres and the increase year by 
year of the populations of the chief towns. 

Overcrowding and slum _ conditions 
occur in most of the main towns of West 
Indian colonies, and to a lesser degree in 
smaller towns and villages. 

In smaller islands the development of 
diversified agriculture and the increase of 
home industries seem to offer the best 
hope for the future. 

Slowly but surely it is becoming recog- 
nised that the people’s chief asset is the 
land, and that measures must be taken to 
save it from destructive processes, to re- 
habilitate certain areas, and to intensify 


production methods generally if the 
increasing populations are to find a live- 
lihood. 


The attractions of the town is a feature 
which must not be overlooked. Employ- 
ment of a light nature is more ocattly 
obtained in towns than in the country, 
and casual work is, as a rule, more readily 
available. Educational facilities and 
public health services are also better. 
Cinemas and other attractions of the town 
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have their appeal. In the past the needs 
of the town-dwellers have been given 
greater attention than those of the 
country, and it is not surprising that 
steady increase of population in urban 
areas throughout the West Indies is 
taking place. It is already becoming an 
embarrassment and its dangers should be 
publicly recognised. At present, life in 
the rural areas for the average worker is 
indeed drab, and it is no occasion for 
surprise that workers on sugar estates in 
some areas are either very young or past 
middle age. Those in their prime of life 
are either away in the towns or otherwise 
engaged in occupations unconnected with 
agriculture. 

Schemes for assisting people to acquire 
better houses, provided they make some 
immediate. contribution in money, labour 
or materials, and pay regular instalments 
thereafter, should provide a stimulus to 
ambition and an incentive to effort. Pro- 
gress in public health measures and a 
better diet may make greater physical 
exertions possible. The development of 
supplies of electricity for rural districts 
and the creation of clubs and community 
activities are also necessary. It is im- 
portant, therefore, that progressive 
measures should take full account of the 
present West Indian background, the 
drift to the towns, particularly of workers 
in their prime of life, and the tendency 
to limit work to that which will provide 
a living at the present standards. To 
follow blindly western patterns of social 
security or of education is likely to lead 
to disappointment. In schemes of de- 
velopment the highest priority should be 
given to schemes which will help to im- 
prove conditions in the rural areas. 

People in moist, tropical climates do 
not want to work energetically for long 
hours; they prefer to be satisfied with a 
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lower standard of living and more leisure, 
and would rather take life easily than add, 
to their material comforts. This is an out- 
look which no one has a right to condemn, 


but it carries with it the corollary that 
the standard of living of most workers in 
such areas cannot be expected to rise any- 
where near European standards. 

The poverty, ill-health, slums and poor’ 
housing in the West Indies have been 
brought about largely by economic fac- 
tors. Prices which agricultural products 
have fetched on the world’s markets have 
often been too low or too unstable. There 
is, also, in many spheres, inefficiency in 
production and a poor output of work. 
Unemployment is already a problem in 
certain areas. 


The Town Planner and Architect in the 

West Indies. 

This brief description shows the magni- 
tude of the task which has to be under- 
taken and the diversity of the problems. 

Facing the Comptroller’s Town Plan- 
ning Adviser and his staff are problenis 
of a large order. All the colonies an: 
territories stretching over 2,000 miles dis- 
tance have to be visited and their prob- 
lems assessed. Advice and guidance con- 
nected with planning, housing and build-, 
ing and all the groundwork of planning 
policy have to be formulated among 
peoples who have, save in the larger 
towns, never before been confronted by 
town planners or architects. To give in 
detail the actual ground covered would 
take too much space. One can only give 
some idea of the problems that have had 
to be tackled. 

Tackling housing and town-planning 
problems, it was immediately apparent 
that most of the important basic facts 
were missing. There were no accurate 
maps; no accurate population figures ; 
practically no social data; no housing 
Acts. Because of this it was necessary to 
lay certain planning foundation stones 
before constructive planning work could 
proceed. In order to “lay these stones ”’ 
the following recommendations were made 
and are in various stages of execution :— 

1. Each territory or island group has 
enacted or is in the process of drafting 
planning and housing legislation and in 
overhauling its land acquisition legislation. 
In one case the Uthwatt 1939 ceiling has 
been adopted as a temporary measure ; in 
others, the one-year-back principle of con- 
Rn land operations is being con- 
sidered. 

2. Planning surveys: giving the basic 
data concerning living conditions have 
been mapped on an agreed uniform sys- 
tem. In some cases whole towns have 
been covered; in others, typical sample 
surveys have been taken; while in the 
country, typical villages are being surr 
veyed to ascertain the general principles 
of living conditions. 

3. Resulting from such surveys, posi- 
tive programmes and emergency short- 
term programmes are being prepared. 
Development plans for all the capital 
towns and their surroundings are to be 
prepared, the preparatory work being well 
under way. 

4. Topographical surveys are being 
undertaken. In some cases, aerial surveys 
of whole islands have been completed, and 
in others the ground control for this type 
of survey is in the course of completion. 

5. Schemes for training technicians 
have been formulated and are being 
carried out. : 

6. A member of the Town Planning 
Adviser’s staff has been entrusted with 
the task of organising building research 

throughout the Colonies. 
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A housing policy in the shape of a 
memorandum giving in detail the techni- 
cal, administrative and financial policy 
has been published and forms the basis 
upon which rehousing and slum-clearance 
schemes are worked out. Certain mini- 
mum space standards have been adopted ; 
in effect, that any existing housing with 
less than 40 square feet per person of floor 
area in a house was deemed overcrowded, 
and in the case of new housing there is a 
minimum standard of 48 square feet per 
person and not more than two persons per 
room. From a European standpoint these 
may appear sub-standard, but conditions 
in the sub-tropical areas need re-examin- 
ing from viewpoints that are widely dis- 
similar from those existing in Europe. 

Besides the job of slow but steady 
piloting of these policies through the 
numerous island governments, committees 
and councils, work of another type is 
being carried out. This might be de- 
scribed as executive, experimental and 
research work. It necessitates the inti- 
mate collaboration with the various co- 
advisers and local government depart- 
ments in order to work out standard types 
of schools and health centres, hostels, 
laboratories, houses, community centres, 
etc. Schools and houses have been de- 
signed and erected, housing schemes and 
estate layouts have also been planned 
and zoning plans for some capital towns 
are being developed. 


Architecture in the West Indies. 

Though there are many fine examples 
of eighteenth- and nineteenth-century 
buildings in which the designers have 
sensibly subjected ‘‘style’’ to climatic 
needs, most buildings of the present 
century are European importations, oftey 
stylistically depraved, and taking little 
account of West Indian habits or West 
Indian sun, wind and rain. 

The West Indies 
climatic feature : wind is from the north- 
east quarter for most of the year. Par- 
ticularly in the siting and detailed design- 
ing of houses and schools, this factor is 
of extreme importance if there is to be 
the fullest contribution to health, aware- 
ness and comfort. Yet it is a factor con- 
stantly disregarded by West Indian 
builders. They would do better to imi- 
tate the recent architecture of Brazil, 
where scientific study of sun and wind 
conditions has been successfully applied, 
rather than the architecture of the tem- 
perate zones. But there is opportunity 
for the West Indies, by adopting a 
scientific attitude, to reaffirm an indige- 
nous architecture, acknowledging in the 
light of improved methods and new ideas 
its customs, its climate, and the nature of 
its materials. The fact that maximum 
economy is essential in all building pro- 
jects for some time to come is all the 
more reason for taking this rational 
approach. 


Building Costs and Methods and 

Research. 

Present building costs in the West 
Indies are not appreciably lower than in 
Great Britain. War-time manufacture and 
transport costs for materials are not the 
only reasons for the present high - costs. 
The two most immediate reasons are the 
indequate numbers of skilled supervisors 


with the consequent lack of ‘proper organi-_ 


sation, and the almost complete lack of 
the simplest building equipment. 

Owing to climatic, dietetic and other 
considerations, the output of work per 
man is much less than in Europe or the 
United States, and the total cost of labour 
for any but the simplest building opera- 
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tion is often appreciably 
higher because of the 
lack of ye saving 
equipment and organisa- 
tion on the job. 

There are two other 
important factors affect- 
ing the cost of building : 
one is the skilled work- 
man’s serious lack of 
theoretical knowledge of 
his craft (e.g., inability 
to read a simple draw- 
ing); the other is that 
building in most parts 
of the West Indies is 
still virtually regarded 
as a hand craft. Win- 
dows, doors, various fit- 
tings and repeating units 
are still made individu- 
ally by hand in the 
smaller islands; it is 
rare to find any wood- 
cutting machinery, but 
far from rare to find a carpenter splitting 
a 2-in. plank by hand-saw. 

The inevitable transition from a hand 
craft to a science has begun, and has to 
be recognised if efficiency is to be in- 
creased. The transition is, in fact, suffici- 
ently far advanced in the West Indies to 
justify a degree of prefabrication of stan- 
dardised building units as an economic 
measure. 

Special reference should be made to the 
general -shortage of experienced and 
skilled technicians in many of the depart- 
ments of the West Indian Governments in 
all branches of engineering, architecture 
and planning, and to the paucity of fully 
trained staff throughout. This shortage 
has been very seriously felt by all, and 
many schemes have been slowed down or 
made impossible of execution by reason of 
the lack of experienced technical assis- 
tance. But every effort is being made to 
recruit new technicians from the Mother 
Countries as war conditions allow their 
release. 

Existing schemes for training techni- 
cians are being enlarged to cover require- 
ments throughout the area, and assistance 
by means of financial grants, scholarships 
and fellowships is being made available. 
It is recognised that West Indians should 
be encouraged in every possible way to 
enter this field of public service and to 
participate in the long-term planning of 
the Caribbean area. Studies are being 
made of the possibility of using local 
materials—timber, clay, sugar-waste pro- 
ducts, etc.—for building purposes. In- 
vestigations are also being made regarding 
anti-earthquake and hurricane constuc- 
tion, for the area is within one of the 
earthquake zones and hurricane belts. 


Conclusion. 


It will thus be appreciated that there is 
an immense amount of technical work to 
be done in these and other Colonies 
throughout the Empire. And, on the old 
building adage of ‘‘men, money and 
materials,’’ it will be seen that it is the 
cry of man-power that is once again 
raised. But there is a subtle difference 
between the problem as it exists in Eng- 
land and as it exists in the Colonies. In 
the former the building operative and the 
technician are equally scarce, whereas in 
the latter, the building operative (such as 
he is) exists in large numbers, while 
trained, qualified and experienced techni- 
cians are almost non-existent. Conse- 
quently the technician in the Colonies 
often finds himself placed in a unique 
position of authority, having no one of 
sufficient authority to challenge his 
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opinions or decisions on technical matters. 
It can at once be appreciated that this 
position is a blessing that can quickly 
turn to a disadvantage. Many a techni- 
cian placed in this position has missed the 
steadying effect that intelligent and quali- 
fied criticism from his fellow-men pro- 
vides. Many have missed the support 
that is so necessary when meeting the 
censure of the ill-informed or the stubborn 
insistence on the perpetuation of the 
familiar old methods and styles. The 
West Indies offers problems that fire the 
imagination of any technician, but faith 
in old methods and reluctance to accept 
new ideas often make their solution a 
matter of considerable difficulty. In other 
words, the character and human under- 
standing of the technician may often be 
of much more use to him than his techni- 
cal ability in getting things done in the 
Colonies. The technique of retreat in order 
to advance is one that needs to be prac- 
tised again and again. The modern 
prophet must be aware of the danger of 
virgin ground. 

We have tried in the last few words to 
warn the potential Colonial technician— 
architect, planner, engineer, surveyor, or 
clerk of works—that the value of techni- 
cal ability may sometimes come second to 
his ability to appreciate human weak- 
nesses, that the establishment of confi- 
dence is of vastly more importance than 
mere individual brilliance. The first 
affects our professions and our associa- 
tions as a whole; the second affects only 
individual ambitions. 

There is no doubt that the proposed 
development of our Colonial Empire, 
bringing as it will an increase in the 
material things of life and a new dignity 
and meaning (as opposed to mere exist- 
ence) to millions of the inhabitants of the 
Colonial Empire, needs the help of hun- 
dreds of technicians. There is also no 
doubt that many of the Colonies will not 
be able to provide in adequate numbers 
the required technicians to carry out their 
proposed development plans and that they 
will look to Great Britain to fill the de- 
ficiences. It is hoped that this article 
may give some assistance and advice to 
those who decide to tread new paths and 
seek new horizons in the Colonies of the 
British Empire. 


A.B.T. National Organiser. 

Mr. Bram Hawarp, A.R.1.B.A., has 
returned from war service to the post of 
national organiser to the Association of 
Building. Technicians. Mr. Colin Penn, 
who has carried out the duties of the post 
since 1943, is shortly to set up in private 
practice. 





LOUGHTON STATION: 
By STANLEY HALL & EASTON 


AND ROBERTSON, FF.R.I.B.A. 


THis 1s a Jjormnt L.P.T.B. anp L.N.E.R. 
station, combined. with a sub-station. The two 
were originally intended to form one group. 
Ultimately, however, the sub-station was moved 
to an adjacent site. This got rid of a difficulty 
of composition, since the height and bulk of the 
sub-station was of necessity greater than the 
station itself would have had any excuse for 
attaining. An embankment carries the track and 
separates two sets of playing fields fringed with 
Lombardy poplars. The station butts up against 
the embankment and stands at the end of its 
forecourt, which also provides a terminus for 
buses. It was built by the L.P.T.B., but it was 
the express desire of the L.N.E.R. that it should 
be clearly distinguishable from L.P.T.B. stations. 
The not-too-easy- task of deciding how a simi- 
larity could be avoided to one or other of the 
varied Underground stations was spared by a 
decision to adopt the barrel vault as the theme, 
with some sort of allusion in general handling 
to King’s Cross, one of the original L.N.E.R. 
stations. This very dominating condition apart, 
there were no special limitations imposed on 
design. In its working out the scheme had the 
advantage of the late Frank Pick’s critical in- 
terest, of the repertory of closely studied details 
evolved by the architects associated with the 
L.P.T.B., and, of course, of full co-operation 
with the Board’s engineers. 

CONSTRUCTION AND EXTERNAL FintsHes.—The 
station proper is a steel-framed building. The 
facing bricks are rebated to give recessed joints. 
The colour is uniformly that of old«stock ‘brick. 
There is a black, frost-resisting tiled front to 
shops and entrance. The windows have con- 
crete or metal frames. The arch opening of the 
front is provided with thick glass between con- 
crete ribs. The characteristic London Trans- 
port mast which was part of the design was 
omitted till after the war. A canteen on the 
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1. Stall 
2. Public Cycles 


5. Ticket Stock 
6. Clerical Staff 
7. Uniform Staff 
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KEY TO ACCOMMODATION. 


8. Telephone Exchange 
9. Control Rcom 

10. Switch Reom 

11. Locker Room 

12. Lamp Room 

13. Staff Lavatories 


14. Trainsmen’s Mess 
15. Yard Master 

16, Men’s Lavatories 

17. Women’s Lavatories 
18. Kitchen 

19. Servery 

20. Canteen 
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DETAIL VIEW OF STATION FORECOURT AND ENTRANCE. 


PA 








VIEW ON PLATFORM, SHOWING CANOPY. 


LOUGHTON STATION, STANLEY HALL & EASTON AND ROBERTSON, FF.R.I.B.A. 
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LOUGHTON STATION. GENERAL VIEW OF ELECTRICITY SUB-STATION. 


west side of the courtyard for the use of busmen 
was added later. The sub-station is built of 
similar materials to those of the station. The 
only problems here were the treatment of open- 
ings, roof-lights and canopies. The construction 
of the retaining wall which replaced the railway 
embankment at this point was a task of consider- 
able difficulty, since it had to be done while the 
tracks were in constant use. 

PiatrorMs.—The special feature of the plat- 
forms is the concrete canopy roofs, the design of 
which received a good deal of consideration. The 
roofs drain to the centre, the rainwater being 
taken down through the columns, which are 
grouped in pairs at nine feet centres, the large 
span being twenty-seven feet. Pavement lights 
are inserted in the canopies. All the concrete 
work is painted with cement paint in two shades 
of off-white which has a little grey and a little 
pink in it. The casting of these roofs was a job 
of considerable difficulty owing to the vibration 
transmitted to the shuttering by passing trains. 

Pian.—A barrel vault necessarily exercises a 
dominating influence on the plan, and the 
arrangement of the customary service rooms 
round the booking hall is conditioned by. it. 
Generous dimensions are called for to make such 
a shape really effective, and the principal prob- 
lem was to achieve them on a comparatively 
small scale. A more straightforward handling of 
the barrel vault by making it the structure and 
showing it as such externally was at first con- 
sidered, but had, for various reasons, in the end 
to be abandoned, with the result that now, in 
the exterior view of the front, a certain thinness 
makes itself felt at the foot of the vault. 

INTERNAL FintsHes.—The vault is rendered 
and was designed to be covered with a new tyne 
of tile, first shown at the New York World’s 
Fair, which is sound-absorbing, not too dirt- 
collecting, and produces a pleasant surface. Im- 
portation of these proved, however, impossible 
for the time being. The floors are terrazzo tiles 
in public parts, tiles, wood blocks or concrete in 
others. The builders were Messrs. William F. 
Blay, Ltd., of Dartford, Kent. 


DETAIL VIEW OF ELECTRICITY SUB-STATION. 
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A COTTAGE IN LANCASHIRE 


GORDON ALLEN, F.R.i.B.A., ARCHITECT 


A NUMBER OF COTTAGES OF THIS TYPE 
are now in hand in various districts. In 
most cases the materials used will be brick 
and tiles, but the example illustrated has 
walls partly of local stone with a slated 
roof. This design has been found eco- 
nomical to build, since external walling is 
minimised, and all floor joists are of nar- 
row span. The accommodation provided 
varies slightly, but each cottage contains 
two bedrooms and bathroom; on the 
ground-floor there is a good-sized living- 
room, kitchen, and a parlour which can 
be used as the third bedroom if desired. 
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‘“*ARROW ” PER- 
MANENT HOUSING 


THOMAS S. TAIT, F.R.I.B.A., 
ARCHITECT 


THE DESIGN OF THIS HOUSE IS SIMPLE 
and unpretentious and of a_ type 
suitable for rural and urban areas. 
Wall units are pre-cast, standarised 
and are adaptable for mass production 
and speed of erection. - Electric wir- 
ing, plumbing and fittings are 
assembled ready for erection. Outer 
walls consist of concrete slabs in unit 
size of 1 ft. 6 in. wide by 8 ft. 9 in. 
high, with an inner concrete slab 
separated by an air space forming a 
hollow wall, providing a well-insulated 
building free from condensation and 
heat losses. The method of construc- 
tion is adaptable to larger houses, and 
can be grouped in single houses, semi- 
detached, or groups of three or four. 
Mr. Thomas S. Tait, F.R.I.B.A., of 
the firm of Sir John Burnet, Tait and 
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Lorne, is the architect. The outer wall 
construction is designed by Mr. David 
Arnot, A.M.I.Mech.E, 

The house has been designed to 
incorporate the latest suggestions put 
forward by the various Committees on 
Housing appointed by the Government. 
Features of this type of construction 
are :— 

(a) Mass production of all parts and 
fittings. 

(b) Speed of erection by vertical unit 
method of construction. 

(c) Erection during frosty weather. 

(d) Standardisation. 

(e) Scientific building methods. 

(f) Elimination of wet building 
process, 

(g) Minimum of maintenance costs. 

(h) Minimum waste of material. 

(i) Rapid absorption of semi-skilled 
labour. 

(j) Fire hazard negligible. 

The total house area within the inner 
walls is 792 sq. ft. 

The floor area of each room is: 
living-room, 190 sq. ft.; kitchen, 
93 sq. ft.; bathroom, 49 sq. ft.; bed- 
room No. 1, 150 sq. ft. ; bedroom No. 2, 
130 sq. ft. 

The outer wall slabs are made in 5 in. 
thick concrete with a specially designed 
and patented projecting toe with inter- 
locking joints bedded in mastic. The 
outside finish of the slabs is rendered 
with Tyrolean cement finish. A detail 
of construction is given on facing page. 
Interior walls are 24 in. thick light 
concrete slabs with special finished 
surfaces to take the plastic paint. 
These slabs are 1 ft. 6 in wide by 
8 ft. 9 in. high, V-jointed. Living- 
room and bedrooms are laid with wood 
flooring. All other floors are surfaced 
with coloured synthetic asphalt. The 
roof construction consists of light steel 
roof trusses with steel decking insu- 
lated with fibre board and covered on 
outside with slates, the insulated fibre 
board being a sound protection from 
heat and cold. The rainwater pipes 
and gutters are in pressed steel. Ceil- 
ings are in fibre board. Electric wiring 
is enclosed in steel conduit. Lighting 
and power points are provided through- 
out according to the latest standards. 
The water is heated by a back boiler 
in the. living-room fireplace, and .an 
immersion heater is fitted in the hot- 
water cylinder which is placed in the 

linen cupboard. The piping is copper 
throughout. Decoration, both inside 
and outside, will be of a cheerful nature. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


(Whilst we are glad to publish letters on profes- 
sional and other matters of interest to our readers, 
it must be understood that we do not necessarily 
endorse the remarks of correspondents, who will 
oblige us if they will express their views as briefiy 
as possible.) 

Professional Conduct. 
To tHe Eprror or The Builder. 


Sm,—I am unable to resist the conclu- 
sion that the writer of the editorial 
‘* Professional Conduct ’’ in your issue of 
January 18 is neither fully nor accurately 
informed on the subject with which he 
deals. 

In the first place, he appears to be 
unaware that a Code of Conduct was pub- 
lished by the Architects Registration 
Council ten years ago and that conse- 
quently, in the light of their experience 
during that time, the Council are 
adequately informed -of their powers and 
duties in the matter. 

The doubts expressed in the article 
whether the Courts would support the 
decisions of the Council in the exercise of 
their disciplinary powers are unfounded. 
The law was clearly laid down in a deci- 
sion in the House of Lords: ‘‘ Spackman 
and The General Medical Council’? in 
1943. Lord Wright, in his judgment, 
observed that the Council 
‘“has not merely to ascertain the facts, 

but also to decide what standard to 

apply and whether to hold that the par- 



































ticular conduct is infamous, not in the 
abstract, but in any professional respect. 
. . » Such tremendous powers, which 
may close a man’s professional career and 
ruin him financially and socially, have 
been vested in the Council by Parlia- 
ment from a faith both in the members’ 
expertness in regard to that grave issue 
and in thein moral gravity and trust- 
worthiness. ‘ Such is the eminence of the 
Council and so completely representative 
is it of a great profession, the honour 
and integrity of which are of the highest 
importance as matters of public policy 


The above observations relating to pro- 
ceedings before the General - Medical 
Council may be applied mutatis mutandis 
to the Architects Registration Council. 

The Council have set up a standard of 
conduct and it is for the Discipline Com- 
mittee, in accordance with Section 7 of the 
Architects (Registration) Act, 1931, to 
decide after an inquiry whether a breach 
of the rules laid down by the Council is 
so serious as to be considered disgraceful 
conduct, for which the offender can be 
removed from the Register. 

The writer of the article suggests that 
certain conduct should have been specific- 
ally declared by the Council to be an 
offence, but he is evidently unaware of 
the limitations, contained in Section 7, 
which should have been clear to him from 
the preamble to the Code. While it is 
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legitimate for the Council to lay down a 
general standard of professional conduct, 
it would be irregular, and indeed unlawful, 
for the Council to usurp the functions of 
the Discipline Committee and declare as 
disgraceful, conduct which has not been 
the subject of judicial decisions by the 
Discipline Committee. Indeed, one would 
infer from the article that he is not 
acquainted with the elaborate procedure 
for the reference of cases to the Discipline 
Committee laid down in the Disciplinary 
Regulations approved by the Privy Coun- 
cil in order to give effect to Section 7 of 
the Act referred to above. 

The suggestion in the editorial that 
advertising by an architect would not be 
held to be disgraceful is contrary to the 
facts. In several cases which have come 
before the Discipline Committee, archi- 
tects have been removed from the Register 
for this offence. It remains only to add 
that the decisions of the Discipline Com- 
mittee, including various instances of 
architects who have been removed from 
the Register for offences, have been 
recorded and published in the Annual 
Reports of the Council since 1941. 

In drafting the new Code, the Council 
have been guided by a distinguished bar- 
rister, Mr. Richard O’Sullivan, K.C., to 
whom they are indebted for his wise 
advice. They have also had the advan- 
tage of ten years’ experience in administer- 
ing the Code which has now been super- 
seded. 

Finally, the statement at the end of the 
article that 
‘‘it is unfortunate that the deliberations 

of the Registration Council could not 

receive the same consideration in 
advance as is given by the professicnal 
societies to their memberships ”’ 
is incomprehensible. The new Code was 
prepared by the Professional Purposes 
Committee of the Council in its present 
form on the advice of Mr. Richard 
O’Sullivan, K.C., at the end of 1944, and 
was referred to a Special Meeting of the 
Council in February, 1945. It was again 
considered by the Council in November 
and December, and during that period 
was referred to the various professional 
societies for their observations, which were 
duly considered by the Council. 
Sypney TaTcHELL, 
Chairman of the Architects Registration 
Council. 


68, Portland Place, W.1. 


** We are obliged to Mr. Tatchell for 
his letter, which clarifies a number of 
matters that may not have been clear to 
many registered architects, particularly 
those who do not belong to any pro- 
fessional organisation. We accept his 
statement that advertising has already 
counted as an offence leading to 
removal from the Register, but having 
re-read the Code in the light of Mr. 
Tatchell’s comments, we still hold that a 
fuller and more precise definition of dis- 
graceful conduct would have been an 
advantage not only to architects but to 
the Council, which, for lack of it, is com- 
pelled to throw a heavy burden of respor- 
sibility on the shoulders of its Discipline 
Committee. We find nothing to correct in 
the final statement of our article in view 
of the large number of ‘“‘ unattached ** 
architects. We feel sure that Mr. Tatchell 
would not claim complete perfection for 
the Code and that he will share our hope 
that time will offer occasion for its im- 
provement.—Ep. 



















Town Planning Salisbury. 

Mr. THOMAS SHarp, PE F.t., 
L:R.1.B.A., has. been appointed to prepare 
a development scheme for the City of 
Salisbury. 
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TEIGNMOUTH IMPROVEMENTS 


Tue report by Professor S. D. Adshead 
on the improvement and development of 
Teignmouth, which has recently been 
issued by the Urban District Council,* con- 
tains many interesting features, and the 
proposals it makes would add greatly to 
the amenity and convenience of this little 
port and attractive seaside resort. Occu- 
pying as it does a comparatively limited 
level area, where the river Teign enters 
the English Channel, it is at present some- 
what congested and demands a revision of 
its street plan. Owing to the fact that 
behind the sea frontage the formation of 
the land consists of a series of hills and 
valleys, and that there is at present a main 
highway between Exeter and Newton 
Abbot, the provision of a by-pass road 
is not regarded as appropriate, and*the 
plan for an improved route through the 
town is preferred. Starting with a new 
approach to the northern end of the sea 
front, this then turns westward, connect- 
ing with a good approach to the railway 
station, and then relieving the congested 
central streets bya direct road joining 
Regent-street and Bitton-street, embody- 
ing Orchard-gardens, and taking as much 
advantage as possible of war-time destruc- 
tion. 

It is interesting to note that though no 
road by-pass appears to be needed, one 
for the railway is under consideration, 
owing to the fact that the present coastal 
route is very exposed to the channel 
‘storms. The line proposed would, how- 
ever, be rather costly, as it would cross 
numerous valleys between spurs from the 
Dartmoor hills. 

Apart from the road scheme, the main 
features in the plan are the improvement 
of the sea front, which includes a new 
pavilion at the northern end and a swim- 
ming pool to the south, for which sketch 
plans are submitted; extensive provision 
for parking public and private vehicles, 





* Teignmouth. Report to the U.D.C. on Im- 
provement and Development After the War. 
1945. S. D. Adshead, M.A., M.Arch, F.R.I.B.A. 


and plans for the development of arcas 
suitable for suburban expansion in two 
valleys and the adjacent hillsides to the 
west of the town. In this section of the 
report it is pointed out that in the larger 
of these two, the Broadmeadow area is 
being levelled up by dumping refuse, so 
that it can form a much-needed recreation 
ground around which the slopes will be 
appropriate for siting small houses. 

The report also includes a proposal for 
the improvement of the water front at 
Shaldon, the village on the south bank 
of the river estuary, facing towards the 
harbour, and also various suggestions as 
to the future destiny of other areas in the 
neighbourhood of the town. Apart from 
its present reputation as one of the smaller, 
but not by any means the least attractive 
of our seaside resorts, Teignmouth has a 
long and interesting history dating from 
before the Conquest, and its present status 
amply justifies the effort contemplated to 
further its popularity with both residents 
and visitors. The proposals appear to be 
skilfully adjusted to the probable resources 
available, and to the benefits that it might 
be anticipated would result. H. V. L. 


NEW DEVELOPMENT AREAS. 


THe Board of Trade is proposing to lay 
an Order before Parliament in the near 
future with a view to scheduling two 
new areas as Development Areas under 
the Distribution of Industry Act. The 
areas concerned are: 1. The Borough of 
Wrexham and certain adjoining districts: 
and 2. The county boroughs of Wigan and 
St. Helens and certain nearby districts. 

The Wrexham Development Area, it is 
suggested, should be managed by the exist- 
ing Welsh Trading Estate Company under 
the chairmanship of Col. Sir Gerald 
Bruce, who will make suitable arrange- 
ments for local representation. An en- 
tirely new Government-financed trading 
estate company is proposed to manage the 
Wigan St. Helens Development Area, and 
Mr. George Gibson has consented to be- 
come the chairman. 
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TOWN PLANNING AT 
NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE 


Tue Town Planning Committee of New- 
castle-upon-Tyne has issued a descriptive 
pamphlet* giving a general outline of the 
suggestions for remodelling the city, pre- 
pared by Mr. Percy Parr, the city 
engineer and planning officer, with the aid 
of his staff and of other collaborators. 
This includes a brief historical study and 
reviews what has been done in the past 
and the possibilities for the future. I: 
has many features of interest, but, takeu 
as a whole, seems to go somewhat beyon: 
what is reasonably or economically prac- 
ticable, and proposes measures that are 
unnecessarily destructive, in going beyond 
the steps that would provide for recon- 
struction on lines giving an efficient and 
worthy shape to the Newcastle of the 
future, In large areas, all roads and build 
ings. are indicated as swept away when 
they would easily have been adjusted to 
a good and effective scheme, while the 
proposed ring road,:in particular, could 
have been planned on a route in some 
respects superior, while co-ordinated to a 
greater extent with the existing road 
pattern. 

A difficulty that has influenced the 
scheme is an administrative one, due to 
the fact that it has been regarded as 
impracticable to interfere with the large 
open space to the north and west of the 
city, which has hampered the replanning 
in this direction. Of course, it would not 
be admissible to allow any reduction of 
the area available to the public for the 
purposes of parks and recreation grounds, 
but the acceptance of the give-and-take 
principle as to the specific areas so allo- 
cated would have offered great opportuni- 
ties for the improvement of the plan. For 
example, the ring road could have been 
taken further west, so that the Infirmary 
would not have been cut off by a traffic 
route running between it and the Arm- 
strong College, to the disadvantage of 
both. 

This realignment of the ring road on 
the west would enable it to be brought 
to the place opposite the Central Station 
instead of leaving this outside it, some- 
what cut off from the business area of the 
city. This last is cut through by the ring 
route, and the planning here suggests that 
there might be conflict and confusion in 
the traffic at several points; a more inten- 
sive study of this aspect of the plan 
appears to be needed. Before the middle 
of the nineteenth century, Richard 
Grainger remodelled the centre of New- 
castle, forming a group of new streets that 
greatly enhanced the convenience and 
architectural dignity of this area. His 
work had a limited objective, not rang- 
ing over the varied aspects of present-day 
planning; but for the purposes in view it 
was very sound in conception and suited 
to the conditions of its time. With minor 
modifications it can take its place in new 
schemes. 

As regards the suburban areas, a num- 
ber of proposals are made that appear to 
be justified in principle, though possibly 
subject to variation in detail, but as a 
whole the report suggests criticism in 
many aspects. Did it appear likely that 
the plan could be carried out in its present 
form, and had not its extravagance in 
method made its implementation under 
existing conditions improbable, a more 
explicit review might have been under- 
taken. As it is, we have limited ourselves 
to this general criticism. 





** Plan for Newcastle-upon-Tyne,” 1945. 


Newcastle Town Hall, 2s. 6d. 
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THE BUILDER 


THE CREATION OF A NEW TOWN 


TOWN PLANNING 


A paPER on “‘ The Creation of a New 
Town’? was given by Mr. Joun F. 
Ecctes, A.C.A., to the Town Planning 
Institute on December 20. The lecturer, 
having referred to his association with 
the building of Welwyn Garden City for 
17 years, said his experience had made 
him only too conscious of the tremendous 
complexity of the problem of creating a 
new town and of the need for a substantial 
element of modesty, even humility, in 
approaching a task so formidable as that 
of dealing with the lives of fifty or sixty 
thousand of one’s fellow human _ beings. 

I must start, proceeded the lecturer, 
from certain elementary basic assumptions 
concerning the site of this new town of 
«bout 60,000 inhabitants. It has presum- 
ably been intelligently chosen with the 
primary purpose in mind and consists of 
not less than 5,000 acres of suitable terri- 
tory, with a railway and main road 
running through it or alongside it at some 
points. It is also taken for granted that 
geological and geographical knowledge of 
the area reasonably confirms its suitability 
to b prig 0 the future town’s water supply 
ind to facilitate the general sewage =. 
,0sal arrangements on a roughly economi- 
cal basis. I must also assume that the 
new organisation set up to control the 
building of the new town consists of a 
group of responsible men constituted as a 

Board” or group of ‘‘ Commissioners ”’ 
deriving authority ultimately from Parlia- 
ment, and that I am examining the 
problems as the theoretical chief executive 
of such a body. This implies a consider- 
able measure of check-control by the 
“Commissioners” over general policy, 
but on the other hand a comshdeeabie 
measure of freedom to the executive to 
organise freely to carry out the policy 
with a minimum of administrative inter- 
ference. It also assumes the existence of 
a very liberal and unorthodox financial 
policy and the absence of any risk of 
“‘ grandmotherly suffocation ’’ by any Gov- 
ernment administrative department. 


Looking for a “‘ Team” 

My first step is to look for a team. It 
must include a first-rate civil engineer, a 
top-grade architect-town-planner (not, by 
the way, someone who has merely learned 
enough town-planning shibboleths to pass 
an academic examination), an efficient 
administrative secretary possessing a good 
deal of legal knowledge, an accountant and 
financial officer, and finally a general 
factotum - cum - personal - assistant, with 
some knowledge of sociology and with it 
something of a visionary. None of these 
should be, in my view, more than 50 
years of age, and, apart from their special 
qualifications, they should possess energy, 
enthusiasm and the ability to concentrate 
on the main problem to a high degree, and 
alongside supreme self-confidence in their 
abilities there should be a passion for pre- 
serving freedom of thou Rt and person- 
ality in others as well as themselves. 


Contour Survey 

An accurate 5 ft. contour survey on the 
1 to 2,500 scale of the entire area should 
be regarded as the urgent first priority. 
This is absolutely invaluable, as the mere 
detailed inspection of such a plan begins 
to engender ideas about drainage, main 
roads, playing fields, special centres, and 
a host of other things, all of which should 
at this stage be allowed to remain some- 
what nebulous. Whilst this is going on 
all members of the team ptt spend 
every spare moment tramping up and down 
the territory with maps and the new plans 
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in their hands so that gradually the whole 
area begins to stamp itself on their minds 
as a large gree in which every import- 
ant natural feature will figure. The new 

lans should, of course, include the care- 
ul plotting of all important isolated trees 
and of such features as knolls, drainage 
ditches, rivulets and streams, woods, 
copses, chalk pits, swallow holes and 
hollows. 

The railway must receive immediate 
consideration and, arising out of the deter- 
mination of the position and extent of the 
sidings and the town’s goods and coal 
rm, the site of the industrial area must 

e worked out in the first general terms. 
The situation of the railway station itself 
must be looked at from. the point of view 
of industry, the probable residential areas 
and the tentative position of the central 
civic and commercial area. A consider- 
able area of land will need to be allocated 
for the ultimate future extensions of the 
railway services, and the Railway Com- 
pany should be stimulated to take a gener- 
ous and energetic view of its responsibili- 
ties. 

The need to provide road links between, 
on the one hand, the station and the main 
centre and, on the other hand, the in- 
dustrial area, the various residential areas 
and the main traffic roads outside the town 
in at least two opposite directions, will 
lead to the provisional sketching of these 
main links on the contour plan. The first 
outline of the industrial area, the central 
zone and rough indications of the urban 
units will also begin to appear. The rail- 
way will naturally have a preponderating 
influence on the industrial area allocation, 
whilst the central zone should preferably 
be placed on fairly high land easily access- 
ible from the station. 


School Playing Fields. 

Current demands for school playing 
fields are so large that a considerable pro- 
ortion of the reasonably level land will 
ave to be appropriated to this use. A 
further proportion will, of course, also be 
needed for the general town playing fields. 
I estimate that in accordance with existing 
general regulations (which may have gone 
a little too far in the direction of extrava- 
gant allocations of land), the schools of 
the new town—about two dozen or so— 
will need some 350 to 400 acres of land, 
most of it reasonably level. The tentative 
allocation of these sites, particularly the 
secondary school sites, will emphasise cer- 
tain lines of approach to the siting of the 
residential areas and will throw up new 
ideas on the provision of some of the 
principal residential development roads, 
since readiness of access must be an im- 
portant characteristic of these schools. 


Allocations of Land. 

This first tentative plan should now show 
roughly the following essential allocations 
of land based on a new town of 60,000 
people :— 

(1) From 50 to 100 acres of additional 
railway land for main marshalling sidings, 
subsidiary industrial marshalling sidings, 
coal yards, town goods yard, rolling-stock 
sidings, administrative quarters, and the 
main station and station approach. 

(2) Between 500 and 600 acres for the 
future industries. 

(3) Probably 40 or 50 acres for sewage 
disposal works. 

(4) Four or five acres for the main water 
pumping station, and about twice that 
area for the reservoirs. 
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(5) About 50 to 60 acres for the central 
civic and commercial area. 

(6) A total of approximately 2,000 to 
2,500 acres of land for general urban pur- 
poses divided into at least half-a-dozen 
separate units, each showing a provision- 
ally selected area of about eight or ten 
acres suitable for a subsidiary commercial, 
shopping and social] centre. 

(7) First attempts to allot 350 to 400 
acres between at least two dozen school 
sites reasonably associated with the urban 
development. 

(8) The rough allocation of another 
400/500 acres as sites of general town 
playing fields for the major organised 
games. 


The plan will thus show some kind of 
colour on anything from 3,500 to 4,500 
acres of the whole area of about 5,000 
acres, and the principal roads showing 
access from outside, and the essential links 
between the integral parts of the town. 
By the time the twentieth or so edition 
of. this plan hag been prepared it will 
begin to take on some semblance of form 
with which all members of the team will 
seem disposed to agree. . . . In my view, 
it is absolutely essential that steps should 
be taken at once to detach the whole area 
allotted to the new town and constitute 
it as an entirely separate local authority, 
possibly first as a parish which would 
subsequently be converted into an Urban 
District. 

Having dealt at length with many of the 
practical problems involved, including 
light and power supply, the question of 
finance and other matters, the lecturer 
proceeded :— 

Another question concerns the value of 
establishing a large building and engineer- 
ing organisation, as part of the develop- 
ment corporation’s direct activities. At 
the beginning, contractors will have to be 
employed because of the large number of 
works to be undertaken at once, but I 
should strongly suggest the creation of 
a building force within the corporation 
itself, which would gradually assume the 
responsibility for the greater part of the 
corporation’s own contracts. There would 
still be almost unlimited scope for private 
contractors on work for industries and 
building schemes, including houses. 


Distribution of Population. 

Referring to the nature and distribution 
of the new population, the lecturer said : 
A town of nothing but families with 
incomes of, say, not more than £200 a 
year, in which the more highly paid opera- 
tives and executives would prefer not to 
live, would, in my view, be forced into 
an unnaturally stultified existence. In 
consequence, the town-builder must set out 
to include all types of society in his 
scheme, and must provide the necessary 
attractions of life accordingly. An essen- 
tial objective is the provision of all types 
of houses, from those rented at a few 
shillings a week, to a few carrying rents 
of as much as £150 or £200 a year, ex- 
cluding rates, or costing several thousand 
pounds to build. 

It is vitally important in my view that 
the building of these houses should be the 
work of many organisations. Particularly 
in the case of the inexpensive weekly 
rented houses, it is desirable that they 
should not be provided solely by a local 
authority. : 

This brings me to the general question 
of segregation of the population by income 
groups. It is worth making an excep- 
tional effort to avoid this. The presence 
of several house-building authorities will 
help matters, but there should also be 
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deliberate planning, to ensure the skilful 
mixture of their schemes, so that there 
will not be one solid block of a thousand 
or more roughly similar houses, having the 
one landlord. It is not difficult to 
graduate by easy stages, and in a rela- 
tively small area, from the smallest weekly 
‘houses to properties costing several 
thousand pounds each. Furthermore, the 
introduction of schemes of flats of various 
sizes and standards of accommodation can 
aid in filling social gaps which may arise. 


Industrial Development. 

The industrial development of the new 
town will fall broadly into three major 
categories : (a) Industries in the nature of 
services to the town, such as builders, 
laundries, bakeries, printers, electricity 
and gas supplies, etc.; (b) industries of 
reasonable size, either new or decentralis- 
ing from neighbouring congested areas, 
which will lease sites and erect their own 
buildings ; (c) other industries of variable 
size which will prefer to rent standard 
factory premises. 

It will be a valuable part of the policy 
of the developing corporation to grant 
certain facilities and aid to industries in 
all these classes, including those industries 
which fall in category (b). These will 
frequently require some form of financial 
assistance in the way of mortgages on their 
new buildings, and it would be an advan- 
tage that the corporation should be em- 
powered to provide such capital on reason- 
able terms. 

It will certainly be important in the 
case of the requirements of industries in 
category (c) that the development organi- 
sation should build considerable quanti- 
ties of sectional factories of various sizes 
and types to be leased, on almost any 
reasonable terms as to period, to large or 
small businesses, including embryonic new 
enterprises, This form of industrial de- 
velopment will maintain the necessary 
resilience and ensure that new and enter- 
prising young businesses are given a chance 
to start, to expand, and ultimately them- 
selves to stimulate in new directions the 
industrial activities of the growing town. 

Having dealt at length with the provi- 
sion of shops, cinemas and _ licensed 
premises, the lecturer said it would be 
desirable to have some reasonable control 
over the trades carried on in the shops to 
ensure that there was not too much over- 
lapping and competition on the one hand 
or too much monopoly on the other. 


DISCUSSION 

Proposing a vote of thanks to Mr. 
Eccles, Mr. J. W. R. Apams suggested 
that the authorities should be taken into 
consultation about the proposed features 
of the new town long before the time Mr. 
Eccles had indicated in the paper. If 
delays then occurred in getting the scheme 
agreed they would not be created by lack 
of knowledge of the proposals in local 
authority quarters. He thought all mem- 
bers would agree with Mr. Eccles when 
he said that inspiration should be allowed 
to play an important part. He (the 
speaker) disagreed with a prominent mem- 
ber of the Institute who had recently said 
that planning was becoming an exact 
science like civil engineering. The 
“hunches ’’ and ideas of the laymen and 
civic societies must be allowed a certain 
amount of play. On the subject of com- 
munity services the speaker thought an 
important contribution could be made by 
the new educational buildings and other 
buildings planned for educational pur- 
poses, not necessarily on the lines of the 
Cambridge village colleges, and that these 
could be used for communal activities as 
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well as for the people who attended them 
purely for educational purposes. The 
speaker supported the suggestion that an 
effort should be made to avoid the segre- 
gation of income groups when housing 
was planned. He suggested that planners 
should be guided in this matter not by 
political theories but by those extremely 
good examples of lack of segregation, the 
English village, the charming small towns 
of England, and the equally charming 
small towns of New England. 

Str THEODORE CHAMBERS expressed the 
opinion that the two most fundamentally 
important points to bear in mind in creat- 
ing a new town were the bearing which 
land valuation would have upon the ulti- 
mate financial success or otherwise of the 
project and the fact that the job of plan- 
ning and building a new town demanded 
the finest human machinery which could 
be brought to bear to do the work. On 
the first point the speaker said it was 
essential that the entrepreneur should have 
control of every square foot of the land. 
If any considerable portion were in 
‘*foreign’’ hands there would be vested 
ownership, which would cause leakage of 
land values all along the line. On the 
second point, all the main lines of develop- 
ment should remain in the hands of the 
permanent executive even when the local 
authority had come in to do the work for 
which only local authorities could be re- 
sponsible. The permanent executive must 
be one which was in every way capable of 
doing the job well. He was afraid that 
in the future there would be a tendency 
for it to be thought that this sort of work 
could be done by anybody. 

Sm Henry Bunsury, a member of Lord 
Reith’s Committee, said the question of 
the relationship between the developers 
and the local authority was one which the 
Reith Committee had been addressing it- 
self to. In the south, local authorities 
were fairly docile, but in the north they 
were not. While they might have a little 
hesitation in taking on a job themselves 
they were determined that no one else 
should have it, certainly no one from 
Whitehall or near it. That was a very 
real problem. There was a very great 
danger in trying to find a man or woman 
to undertake this task of planning a new 
town, of drawing from too narrow a field. 
There was a great temptation in West- 
minster to search only among people 
already well known. His view was that 
for a task of this nature you must go 
farther afield and take a risk with com- 
paratively unknown individuals if you 
were sure that they were the right type. 

Dr. Duptey Sramp said one of the 
strangest objections to a proposed site for 
a new town was that the land was not 
flat. There was nothing more uninterest- 
ing than new towns laid out on a level 
site. Was there going to be an invasion 
of big business into the new town? A 
corporation like Welwyn Garden City, 
Ltd., was really big business, or led to it. 
The invasion of big business into this field 
seemed to him incompatible with the 
trends of the present time. Were you 
going to have a corporation nominated by 
the Government? If so, you were tending 
to move in the direction of State capital- 
ism. Most of the suitable sites for towns 
had already been developed in Britain. He 
could not help feeling that it would be a 
good alternative to developing a new site 
to take an existing and comparatively un- 
developed site—a village or a small town 
—and build around that nucleus. There 
were many villages that might be used as 
the nucleus of a new town and whose 
tradition of building might be carried into 
the new town. 


January 25 1946 


Me, G. L. Pepier said he was interested 
in Mr. Eccles’s reference to low ground 
rents at the initial stages of the develop- 
ment. He (the speaker) thought that was 

robably the experience of Letchworth. 

‘here, in an endeavour to induce people 
to come in at the beginning, they were 
allowed to have property at nominal ground 
rents, although the land was now fabu- 
lously valuable. ae 

Mr. W. L. Parts spoke of a religious 
body which laid down its own terms in 
every case where it was negotiating for 
a site for a place of worship in a new town 
or estate. That would be an embarrass- 
ment to the carrying out of the policy to 
which Mr. Eccles had referred. He also 
suggested consideration would ‘have to be 
given to the provision of small aerodromes 
or landing grounds for aircraft used on 
short internal services or by private 
owners. 

Replying to the discussion, Mr. Eccirs 
said the amount of land originally set aside 
for industrial purposes at Welwyn Gar- 
den City was about 250 acres, before the 
final conception of the size of the town. 
Even in the ultimate town the acreage 
for industry was not defined, but in close 
proximity to the original area was left an 
area of the order of 100 to 150 acres. A 
considerable proportion of that land had 
now been roped in and there would prob- 
ably be an additional allocation of land 
for industrial purposes, which would bring 
the total area‘of land for industry up to 
500 to 600 acres. It was a myth that 
Welwyn Garden City was a dormitory 
town. The position was that it now had 
a population of 17,000 and normally pro- 
vided employment for 6,000 employable 
people. To-day the town was employing 
9,000 to 10,000, and found difficulty in 
providing reasonable accommodation for 
the people who lived in the place. The 
result was that 2,000 to 3,000 people were 
being imported into the town every day to 
work. In fact, London was now a dorm}- 
tory for Welwyn rather than the other 
way round. In answer to Sir Henry 
Bunbury, he did not favour local authori- 
ties from outside the area of the proposed 
new town taking part in building it up 
as part of their functions. No authority, 
however august (such as the L.C.C.), 
should be allowed to ‘‘mess about ’”’ with 
the lives of people living outside its area. 
The urgent thing in building new towns 
was to create your tradition as early as 
possible. The way to do that was to get 
your local authority working in your new 
area independently created alongside your 
development organisation, the two bodies 
working on parallel lines. 

In reply to a question from Mr. Pepler, 
Mr. Eccles said the municipal offices of a 
new town should be placed as an adjunct 
to the shopping and commercial centre. 
All such public buildings, the library, the 
town hall, the municipal offices, etc., 
obviously formed part of the whole com- 
mercial centre, although — should not 
be mixed up indiscriminately with the 
shops. With regard to land for the erec- 
tion of places of worship, at Welwyn they 
had adopted an enlightened policy from 
the beginning. All religiovs bodies were 
quoted precisely the same figure for land. 
He believed that if that kind of approach 
were made and a reasonable price quoted 
one could be sure that these bodies would 
respond. The reason why he had not 
mentioned aerodromes in the paper was that 
at Welwyn they were ideally situated in 
that respect, with De Havilland’s aero- 
drome only two miles away in one direc- 
tion and a very good flying training 
ground only one mile or so on the other 
side. He agreed, however, that the pro- 


vision of facilities for an aerodrome should 
be allocated within the land proposed for 
the new town, or very close to it. 
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MR. E. W. GARRETT ELECTED 
_ PRESIDENT 
Mr. E.- W. Garrett, Senior Vice- 
President of the London Master Builders’ 
Association, was elected President of the 
Association for 1946 at, the annual meeting 
in the Dorchester Hotel on January 17. 
The. other office-bearers are as follows :— 


Mr. Philip Smallwood, Senior Vice- 
President. 

Mr. D. C. Burgess, Junior Vice-Presi- 
dent. 


Mr. Nigel Hannen, Honorary Treasurer. 


Presiding at the meeting, the retiring 
President, Mr. J. S. Garprarrn, said that 
despite anything that might be said to 
the contrary, the interests of builders were 
identical with those of the clients for whom 
they built; they both wanted to get on 
with the job, and the sooner it was 


finished the better it was for both of ‘ 


them. 


High tribute to Mr. Galbraith for his 
self-sacrificing devotion to the interests 
of the L.M.B.A. during his year of office 
was paid by the new President after he 
took the chair. No previous President in 
all the long history of the L.M.B.A., he 
said, more conscientiously served it 
than Mr, Galbraith: A vote of thanks to 
Mr. Galbraith was carried by acclamation. 

Mr. G. W. Bucwanan, President of 
the Nationa] Federation and a former 
President of the L.M.B.A., who was 
warmly congratulated on his C.B:E., said 
that the letter from the Minister . of 
Health, published that day, showing that 
90 per cent. of builders’ tenders to local 
authorities had been accepted, was ample 
evidence that throughout the country the 
Ministry of Health, local authorities and 
builders were co-operating well and making 
a good start in difficult conditions. 


Mr. Garrett’s Career. 


Mr. E. W. Garrett is managing director 
of the family firm, J. Garrett and Son, 
Ltd., Wandsworth, founded by his grand- 
father in 1880. So far as L.M.B.A. 
records show, he is the youngest President 
the. Association has ever had. He is just 
under 40. He was educated at the City 
of London School, and, giving up a 
travelling scholarship for six months’ 
residence in France and Germany prepara- 
tory to a University course, went straight 
into the business. He spent his first two 
years in the joiners’ shop, extending his 
technical education by attending evening 
classes at the Brixton School of Building, 
where he is now Vice-Chairman of’ the 
Advisory Sub-Committee. 

‘For the past 15 years Mr. Garrett has 
been a member of the Committee of the 
Tooting Employment Exchange, and for 
the past 10 years a member of the 
Tavistock-street London Building Trades 
Exchange. In these capacities he has 
served on numerous courts of referees, 
appeal boards and the like. Mr. Garrett 
was elected a member of the Council of the 
L.M.B.A,. in 1930, and became a member 
of the Administrative Committee in 1939. 
He is also a member of the Council of the 
National Federation, and Chairman of the 
National Federation Committee consider- 
ing the new Draft Code of Building Regu- 
ations. 


The Annual Report. : 
The excellent annual report (the 74th) 
of the London Master Builders’ Associa- 
tion, presented at the annual general meet- 
ing held on January 17, is a record of a 
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MR. E. W. GARRETT, 
the new President of the L.M.B.A. 


year’s hard and progressive work on 
which the Association may congratulate 
itself, its Council and its staff. An in- 
crease in membership of 247 is recorded 
in the year, and the total now stands at 
1,470. age returns by members for the 
year total just under £24 millions. The 


Report, evidence of the many threads of 
building affairs management which gather 
in Bedford-square, is much more t a 
record of work; it is a reference book of 
current decisions and information upon 
which the London builders may lean in ~ 
these regulation-bound days—especially in 
regard to Jabour matters and Government 
Orders. Mr. J. 8. Galbraith, the retiring 
President, is to be congratulated on the 
Report which bears his name. It is clear 
that he hands on to his successor an 
Association in good heart. 


The Handbook. 

After an enforced gap of five years, the 
Association now republishes the L.M.B.A. 
Handbook. Well-bound and printed, this 
handbook supplements the information 
given in the annual .  Glancing 
through it, we recall with surprise that it 
is 43 years since Mr. Ernest J. Brown was 


. President, and that craftsmen’s wages in 


April, 1914, were 11$d. per hour; we find 
a list of membership, much useful informa- 
tion (including the Working Rule Agree- 
ment ; Interpretation of National Working 
Rules); and a variety of other data, in- 
cluding H.M. Inspectorate of Factories; 
the Metropolitan Water Board; details of 
the principa] professional and building 
institutions; and “memoranda for builders 
and contractors,’ revised by Mr. F. J. 
Gayer. There is an index, no advertise- 
ments whatsoever, and the handbook at 
7s. 6d. is a publication which every 
London builder should find of daily value. 





SOUTHERN COUNTIES 


ANNUAL LUNCHEON. 

Toe Presipent, Mr. L. A. WaALpdEN, 
M.1.0.B., took the chair at the luncheon 
held in connection with the annual meet- 
ing of the Southern Counties’ Federation 
held at the Connaught Rooms, W.C., on 
January 17. 

Councittor C. G. Brancnarp, 0.B.E., 
who proposed the toast of ‘‘ The Southern 
Counties’ Federation ’’ in the place of Mr. 
Stanley Hearder (unable through illness to 
be present), said he was looking to see the 
Southern Counties’ Federation go from 
strength to. strength in the direction of 
federating fresh firms. He disliked the 
unorganised builder as much as he disliked 
the unorganised operative, but he wanted 
no compulsion. ‘‘ We are living in 
troublous times,’ he added. ‘‘I never 
had any doubt that we should win the 
war, but I have felt that there was much 
more danger that we might not win the 
peace. That is the era we are starting on 
now, and I am hoping that if we can 
abolish the cost-plus system, the Essential 
Work Order and _ other restrictive 
measures, the building industry will come 
‘into its own. I hope the operatives com- 
ing back from the Forces will set an 
example of doing a fair day’s work for a 
fair day’s wage, and not be affected by 
the ‘ twopenny-halfpenny ’ operatives we 
have in so many cases had to tolerate dur- 
ing the war, or by the ‘ twopenny-half- 
penny ’ contractors that have crept up.”’ 

Mr. Blanchard paid tribute to the 
Secretary, Mr. S. R. Gerdes, for the help 
and courtesy he had received in their many 
dealings. 

The Presipent, responding, returned 
thanks to Mr. Blanchard for the contri- 
bution he had made to the work of the 
Regional Joint. Council. Turning to the 


affairs of the Federation, he said that the 
Southern Counties were proud of their 
achievement in jumping to second place in 
the Regional Federations affiliated to the 
National, as judged by their wages turn- 
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over, Their Federation represented all 
employers, large, medium and small. They 
now had 1,929 members, as compared with 
530 in 1939, and it was some proof of what 
he claimed, that over 1,500 of their con- 
stituent firms employed fewer than 20 
men, Their development had been due to 
the magnificent spade work, backed by the 
staff, of the Organisation Committee, 
which had been responsible for decentralis- 
ing the work in local offices. That had led 
to the influx of firms prepared to accept a 
reasonable degree of discipline, without 
which the employing side of the industry 
could never progress. 

The Presipenr then presented Ald, 
W. H. Mussellwhite (immediate Past- 
President) with a picture as a token of the 
esteem in which he was held by the mem- 
bers and in appreciation of the work he 
had done for the Federation. ALD. 
MUSSELLWHITE, in responding, said that 
nothing had given him more pleasure dur- 
ing his year of office than his visits to the 
local Associations. 

“The Guests’? were toasted by Mr. 
C. J. Beer (Senior Vice-President), for 
whom Mr. T, Forsrer (Eastern Federa- 
tion) replied. 


THE ANNUAL REPORT. 

The Federation’s well-produced and 
lively annual i pays deserved tribute 
to the National Federation’s “ growing 
effectiveness and will-to-serve,” and its 
recognition of “‘ the potential power yet 
to be developed by steady expansion of 
membership, better administration 
throughout and a broad policy readily 
comprehensible to members irrespective 
of the size and diversity of their 
interests.”” Other points of interest are 
the progress being made with apprentice- 
ship (1,562 lads are indentured in the 
area), in technical education, and in mem- 
bership, a record number of 313 new firms 
having been added during the year, bring- 
ing the total to 1,929—a fine achievement 
by a healthy and progressive body and an 
enthusiastic staff. 
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R.1.B.A. 


NOTES FROM COUNCIL MINUTES. 


Fottowine are notes taken from the 4 
minutes of the R.I.B.A. Council meeting, 
held on December 11 :— 


South AFRICAN Arcuirects.—Mr. 
B. St. C. Lightfoot, A.R.I.BA., 
President-in-Chief of. the Institute of 
South African Architects, who was on a 
visit to this country, attended the meet- 
ing as one of the representatives of his 
Institute. 


Honorary Fettowsure.—The Secretary 
reported that the Archbishop of Canter- 
bury had accepted nomination as an 
Honorary Fellow. 


War Damace Act anp Pranninc.—The 
Council agreed to support the Association 
of British Chambers of Commerce and’ the 
Association of Municipal Corporations in 
‘any efforts to secure legislation which - 
would allow a ‘“‘ cost of _works’’ pay- 
ment to be made where, in the interests 
of planning, it is necessary for a building 
to be rebuilt on a new site, 

EasEMENTsS OF LicHt AND REBUILDING.— 
The Council appointed an ad hoc com- 
mittee to consider and report on the whole 


subject of easements as affecting planning 


and rebuilding of war damaged buildings. 


Forure or R.L.B.A. Jovrnat.—The 
report of the Special Committee on this 
matter was approved, and the necessary 
staff changes in connection with the 
journal, library and public relations work 
were agreed, ' 


Scale of Professional Charges. 

At their meeting on January 15, the 
Council of the R.I.B.A. ratified their 
decision: taken at the meeting held on 
October 16, 1945, to revise Clause 7 of the 
Scale of Professional by tke sub- 
stitution of the word ‘“‘ seven %, for the 
word “‘ five.’ The Clause now reads as 
follows :— ; 

7.—Time Charges.—In cases in which 
changes are based upon time occupied the 
minimum fee is seven guineas per day, 
exclusive of charges for assistant’s time. 


EXAMINATIONS FOR PRISONERS OF 
WAR. 

Arrangements were made in the autumn 
of 1944 fo or holding the R.I.B.A. Interme- 
diate Examination, and four subjects of 
the Final and Special Final Examinations 
in 17 Prisoner-of-War Camps in Germany. 
The fast-moving events of the early part 
of 1945, followed by the collapse of Ger- 
many, delayed much of the candidates’ 
work, which in: some cases did not reach 
the R.I.B.A. until after the candidates 
had been repatriated. Nevertheless, in 
spite of the difficulties, candidates’ work 
was received from ten camps, and the fol- 
lowing is a list of the successful candi- 
dates and the subjects in which they 
passed :— 


Intermediate Examination. 
Key. 
(a) = Whole ceaminaton subject to approval. of 
Testimonies of Stud : eg 

(b) = History of Rote ure. 

c) = Calculations of Simple Structural Members. 
oh = Architectural Construction. 
‘e) = Design. 


ame a dy” bg ee as, (c), 
Cant. ; See. ‘cy, “ee Stalag 
$2 Ginna BF a “ah Sat. 
W. L. Stuart (a); ad oes B. leton 
ch, (a). Stalag Luft 3 lori yaaa. 
J. W. Graham (c); te? t. Blater 
fb), (eB alt. RA c He nea Hor, Dee 
Ramsa: 7 rH HT c), (d n 
ow a: HO , pia ‘@); and F/O 
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Stalag Luft (Rast), —Lieut. D. Myles 
Gaye (a); EL Simons (a); 
F/ Liew at PF a ss vue sClatk (R. AAP) (d), AG 

‘ Tran é $ 
: 2 ska. F. Campbel rs 


i. |-Roge Ys vey 
Sale 357.—W/O F. J. Gornall (c (a (e); 
W. Jones (a); W/O John Pearce (b); 
wid Dou las wy (whole exam.) ;. W/ 
Coldwell a); W/O F. wre LO. , On -w/0 
B. R. Wallace or W/O A ddey (c). 
Ronald H. King (whole 
exam); Lieut, L. S. Rider (3); a H. A. 
Young Qi and Lieut. A. Sharp (b). 
oreg. A.—Capt. C. E. ehne (whole exam.) ; 
> ¢ A Bettison (d); Capt. J. A. Todd 
Wie ‘gt. or (b). Stalag IVB— 
/0 Henry é: 1 (b). ~Ilag 7 (Laufen).— 
. R. L. Poole (British Internee) (d). 


ee 79.—Lieut. 


Final Examination. 
Key 





~ 


goEE 
o- 





(g) = be gg omar one Hoe and sme: Properties and Uses 
8 
(i) = Hygien 
. Burgoine (f),. (gz), 
f), va 
and) (f), "ye ‘ag F. 8. Knigh 
(z), (h), oS Stalag 357.—W/O B. R. Flury (f), 
Lieut. Ronald H. King (f), (2), et (i); a. 
VA— _ 
Breese Ae, (x), (i); Lieut. Thos, 


(f) = Theory of Structures. 
Building Mate 
(h) = Caney Gaesirection. 
( Oneg. VIIB.< Ps ae T. McDonald Secsees 2. 
illiams (f), 
are LA "EB (ny. (i); wi John 
h); and W/O Bald Taylor ( 
(i one | cleo Luft 3 (North). rai seeee 
F/Lieut Samson (f), Md 

Luft 3 (fast) B/L jeut. H. A Pickstone (f), 

(g), (h), (i); and W/O Douglas Pearcy (f), (a). 
Oflag 79.—Lieut. R. F. Daviel (g), (h), (i); 

L. 8. Rider (f), hanes (bh), tO: Lieut, H. 4 Zoune 
flag eg ag , “@, dn. 

H.’ Wallace “(o, (g), (h), (i); and Capt. C. E. 

Robson (f), (g), (h), him 


Special Final Examination. : 


Ofiag VIIB.—Lieut. H. C. Spencer (f), (2); 
and Lieut. A. B. Walker (f), g). 


“BLACK MARKET 


BUILDING ”’ 


MR. BUCHANAN ON ANTI-SOCIAL 
OFFENCE. 


‘* ANyoNE who is a party to the carry- 
ing out, at the present time, of work 
which is not absolutely essential—whether 
he be building owner, architect, builder 
or operative—is guilty of a very grave 
anti-social offence, because he is postpon- 
ing the day when his fellow-citizens will 
get the homes they so urgently need.’’ 

Mr. G. W. Bucwanan, C.B.E., President 
of the National Federation of Buildin 
Trades Employers, said this at the annu 
meeting of the Southern Counties’ Federa- 
tion of Building Trades Employers in 
—— m on January 17. 

is proving difficult, even in areas 
alae a large head of building labour is 
employed,’’ said Mr. Buchanan, ‘‘ to man 
contracts for new housing. This is a most 
serious mztter. The trouble is due partly 
to the issue of too many licences, but it 
is due also, in part,-.to the carrying out 
of works above the licensing limit with- 
out a licence. This work has’ been 
described by Mr. Aneurin Bevan as ‘ black 
market’ work: The National Federation 
would like to see this market eliminated ; 
we hope that the Government will under- 
take more prosecutions and that heavier 
penalties will be inflicted on all persons 
convicted.”’ 

Referring to the letter [published in our 
last issue] which Mr. Aneurin Bevan sent 
to the Federation, and in which he said 
that tenders had been approved for over 
30,000 houses, and tenders for only 3,000 
houses rejected, Mr. Buchanan said that 
builders greatly appreciated the tribute 
paid to them and to the National Federa- 
tion. The figures. given by Mr. Bevan 
were indeed ample evidence that through- 
out the country the Ministry of Health, 
local authorities and builders were co- 
operating well and making a good start 
in difficult conditions, 
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COMPENSATION. AND 
BETTERMENT 


NEW BILL TO INCREASE STATE 
BURDEN. 

Ma. Lewis Smxrn, Minister of Town 
and Country Planning informed a Press 
conference in London (on January 17) that 
in the late Spring he ho; to, introduce 
a Bill for the-purpose of dealing once and 
for all with compensation and betterment. 

Perhaps the biggest single deterrent to 
good town planning in the past, he said, 
had been the chisetion laid on_local 
authorities to pay compensation to an 
owner of land whenever anything had been 
done to affect him injuriously. One of 
the first things that the Labour Govern- 
ment decided to do, therefore, was to deal 
with this problem of compensation and 
the sorvenpeaaing problem of betterment. 
He was not yet at liberty to disclose 
details, beyond saying that one of the 
things they were going to do was to 
arrange for the -State to take over the 
burden of compensation. He did not mean 
by that that the State was to accept res- 
ponsibility for taking over land and pay- 
ing for it. The compensation would be 
merely compensation for preventing an 
owner: from developing his Jand as he 
wished. They were not going to interfere 
with the rights of local authorities to 
acquire land, the procedure for which 
would remain as it was before, except 
that, under a Bill which the Minister of 
Health was introducing, the machinery 
would be simplified and speeded up. 

During a general review of the work 
of his Ministry, Mr. Silkin also discussed 
the -problems facing towns which had 
suffered extensive war damage. Anxious 
that they should go ahead quickly with 
their reconstruction plans, he proposed to 
hold a series of meetings with represen- 
tatives of those towns in order to learn 
what difficulties were hindering them, 
and, he added, his first conference would 
be with representatives of Norwich on 
January 21. 


COMPETITION NEWS 
THE NEW CRYSTAL PALACE 

An alteration in the arrangements for 
the competition for designs of the new 
Crystal Palace was announced by Sir 
Henry Buckland, the gereral manager, at 
the annual meeting of the trustees held at 
Guildhall House on January 16. When 
the conditions governing the competition 
were issued, he said, it had been found 
that no had been given as to the 
building line of the main front of the 
structure, which was to be assumed 40 ft. 
back from the edge of Crystal Palace 
parade. As a number of the competitors 
had been working to a different line, the 
assessors last month issued a further 
direction that the building line was to be 
gr for the purpose of the competition. 

he closing date for entries has been 
advanced from February 1 to April 6. 

The assessors are Professor Sir Patrick 
Abercrombie, Dr, Charles Holden, Mr. 
Alister MacDonald, Sir Kenneth Clark, 
representing the Arts Council of Great 
Britain; and Mr.‘ Lewis Silkin, Minister 


‘of Town and Country Planning, ‘acting on 


behalf of the trustees. £2,000 is to be 
awarded for the design placed first, £750 
for the second, and £500 for the third, 
with an additional award, of £500 for 
other meritorious designs. 


PIMLICO HOUSING SCHEME 
The closing date for designs in the 
Pimlico Housing Competition, organised 
by the Westminster City Council, has been 
extended to April 29. 
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/-WAR DAMAGE REPAIRS fervonel oneistenre mrad make it peemetsy much evil and slackness, we cannot think 

: z the local authority as an exceptional that the system suggested is likely, as 

RETURN IN LONDON TO LUMP-SUM measure to accept a tender based on» briel stated, to ec the comatial clamunts 
CONTRACTING specification (without measurements), but of a satisfactory scheme. ; 

In Circular 15/46, addressed to Clerks °3?e must be taken that details of the It falls between two stools inthe matter 
of all local authorities and housing authori- WTk and an approximate price for each of quantities. A contract in which the 
ties in the London Civil Defence Region, house under contract are kept by the quantities do not form part of the contract 
the Ministry of' Health refers to lump-sum S¥tveyor or estimator employed by the is only satisfactory when no quantities 
contracting for war damage repairs in. local authority. are provided. In other cases it only 


London. The Circular states :— THE SCHEME REVIEWED arouses the suspicion—alas, too often fully 


Local authorities should review all ‘‘ cost- [By a Spectra, CorResPonDENT. justified—that the quantities were not 
plus *? contracts for the repair of both As far as London is concerned. the included in the contract because they were 
occupied and unoccupied war damaged Circular makes an end of all ‘“ cost-plus ”” well known to be untrustworthy. The 
houses at the end of the accounting period, contracts, with the exception of some few same error occurs with regard to the speci- 
and invite contractors to enter into vases where work is so near completion fication. A specification is one document, 
alternative forms of “lump sum” or that it would be futile to adopt a fresh a bill of quantities another. The two can, 
“fixed price’ contracts. No cost-plus contracts basis. It describes the steps of course, be bound in one volume, but 
contracts for the repair of either occupied which have been taken to institute they cannot be successfully intertwined 
or unoccupied houses should be renewed “ fixed-price” in place of “cost-plus ” and amalgamated. We are aware that the 
after the date of this Circular without contracting for war damage repairs. attempt has been made, but everyone who 
prior reference to the District Office, First, it states that the authority should has had practical experience ef such con- 
Ministry of Health. It is recognised that review all ‘‘ cost-plus > contracts both tracts knows that, like all hermaphrodites, 
where substantial work has already been with regard to occupied and unoccupied they are apt to be unsatisfactory. 
done it may be undesirable to terminate houses at the end of the accounting period The confusion is still more apparent 
an existing ‘‘cost-plus” contract in and invite contractors to enter into alter. Wem we observe that the local authorities 
respect of these particular properties, and native*forms of “lump sum” or “ fixed have to see that it includes measurement 
this should be made clear in any cases price’ contracts, and by competitive for all important items. But what of the 
referred to the Ministry under this tender wherever possible. other items? Is it for these that the 
paragraph. fn some cases, local authorities have *U°cessful tenderer is to submit @ schedule 

Local authorities who have themselves already evolved an approved method of of rates? Vv e AL. 
evolved an approved method of fixed-price fixed price contracting, and in such cases , Let us attempt to visualise what is likely 
contracting will, at their discretion, con- jt is suggested that they should, at their to happen. ; 

tinue to use it. It is suggested that local discretion, continue to use it. For such , /%¢ amount of the tender will clearly 
authorities who have not devised their own {ocal authorities as have not followed the be based on the quantities (whether they 
method of fixed-price contracting should above course, a system described in an #'¢ Part of the contract or not) which are 
adopt the system outlined. This scheme is appendix to the Circular is suggested for 1 the document embodied with the speci- 
readily adaptable whether the contracts their use. fication. If those quantities are inaccurate, 
are of large or moderate amount, or the The documents enclosed are a form of admitted that the builder cannot claim. 
houses to be repaired extensively or only tender, a specimen specification and But those are only for the important items ; 
superficially damaged. schedule of quantities combined, and a what of the unimportant items? If they 

The documents enclosed are a form of descriptive preamble to the specification. ®7¢ 2% detailed in the specification, haw 
tender, @ specimen specification, pre- It is suggested that these four documents— ©” the work be enforced without extra 
liminaries, and a preamble to builders’ together with the Royal Institute of British P8yment, and if they are'so detailed why 
work. It is suggested that these four Architects form of contract, revised 1945, Should they not be included in the quan- 
documents, together with the Royal Insti- for use of local authorities where quanti. ‘ities? It to be feared that these 
tute of British Architects form of contract, jes do not form part of the contract— U™mportant items might easily become 
revised 1945, for use by local authorities provide the essential elements of a satis- V@tyY portant as regards cost. 

where quantities do not form part of the factory scheme. But this is not the end of the confusion. 
contract, provide the essential elements of | The Circular then lays down that with Ia the preliminary statement it is stated 

a satisfactory scheme. regard to the specification, local authori. that “ variations on the quantities given in 

In regard to the specification, local ties should see that it includes measure. ‘he specification will only be considered 
authorities should see that it includes ments for all :mportant items when it is where wide divergencies occur between 
measurements for all important items when jssued to tenderers and that on provisional these quantities and the work ordered by 
it is issued to tenderers, and that the acceptance of his tender, the successful the supervising officer,’’ and yet the quan- 
extent of the work to be done should be tenderer will be required to submit a tities are not part of the contract. What, 
shown room by room and house by house. priced specification and schedule of rates Moreover, is the definition of a “ wide 

On provisional acceptance of his tender, for calculating variations. divergence ’’? As Sam Fairfechan might 
the successful tenderer only will be While we have every sympathy with S4Y t Tommy Handley : ‘* The quantities 
required to submit a priced specification the desire of the Ministry of Health to 2t@ 0t part of the contract, curse you, 
and schedule of rates for calculating do away with the system of “ cost-plus,” but, look you, indeed, if there is a wide 
variations. which has undoubtedly been the cause of divergence, look you, then the quantities 

are part of the contract.”” Itma’s Welsh- 


The Minister has already set up panels 
of architects and surveyors who are man may, in fact, not be such an exaggera- 


available to reinforce the present staff of tion as we thought, and the men of 
local authorities and whose fees will be ya Harlech appear to be storming Whitehall. 
payable by the War Damage Commission a ; | M. Seriously, one fears that the whole 


on the published scales. Local authorities trouble is due to an evil which has been 
in need of professional help should get in steadily growing since 1918--a growing 
touch with the regional architects of the SLIDING DOORS FOR FACTORIES, GARAGES, tendency to take short cuts, a general in- 
Ministry of Health, who will recommend AERODROMES, BUS AND RAILWAY SHEDS, clination to sloppiness and inaccuracy, and 
firms to them. SCHOOLS, HOSPITALS, FIRE STATIONS, ETC.,ETC. an apparent belief that if the superstruc- 
{t is recognised that local authorities ture goes up, why worry too much about 
must effect the changeover in the light of the foundations; no one sees them anyhow. 
local conditions. In view, however, of the The problem of how to turn over from 
necessity to effect this changeover with ** cost-plus ’’ to “‘ fixed price” is perfectly 
the maximum speed possible, and having simple, and our fathers would have done 
regard to the very large number of con- it long ago. 
tracts involved, local authorities are urged There are two classes of property :— 
earnestly to consider in relation to war 1. Houses in which the initial cost per 
damage repair temporarily suspending any house is not great and which can largely 
standing orders, which if strictly followed be let in small numbers to a large num- 
may be the cause of considerable delay. ber of builders. 
Every effort must be made to get com- 2. Houses where the cost is higher, and 
petitive tenders, but in districts where where it may be necessary for practical 


SLIDING DOORS fessieeanreaie 


this is not possible at first the local 
authority may negotiate a price with indi- E. HILL ALDAM & CO. LTD. hands of one contractor. Included in this 













vidual ye In cases ae me THE SLIDING DOOR PEOPLE class are badly-damaged blocks of 
amount of damage remaining to be repai' BRITANNIC WORKS - L dwellings. 
is small, the prevailing scarcity of pro- ‘Phone: WIMLedon 080 (5 lines). Ping vg aor In the case of the first category, which 
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are the most numerous, quantities are not 
required, but a proper detailed specifica- 
tion is needed. In such cases, let the 
local authority allocate such contracts on 
a lump sum basis on the specification, 
allowing the builder to take what measure- 
ments he needs. 

In the second category quantities are 
required. Let there be proper quantities, 
not just ‘‘ the important items,’’ whatever 
that means, and let the quantities be part 
of the contract. 

The objection, of course, will be made. 
‘* But this will take time; meanwhile cost- 
goes on and public money is wasted.”’ 

rue, but far more public money will 
be wasted by claims under this suggested 
contract. 

It is suggested that the Ministry of 
Health think again. It is but one more 
example of ‘‘more haste, less speed.’ 
As a desirable aim it looks very well to 
announce: ‘‘ We have ended ‘ cost-plus ’ 
—that iniquitous system.” The public will 
know that all right; perhaps it is as well 
that they will not know what the cost of 
that action will be. 


RAISING THE BUILDING 
INDUSTRY’S OUTPUT 
JOINT PRODUCTION COUNCIL 


A National Joint Production Council for 
the building industry, consisting of em- 
loyers and operatives in equal numbers, 
“ been set up by the National Federa- 
tions of Employers and Operatives. 

This was announced Mr. Stanley 
Hearder, Director of the National Federa- 
tion of Building Trades Employers, at the 
annual general meeting of the South Wales 
Federation of ha eB Trades Rowlarers 
in Cardiff on Wednesday afternoon. Sub- 
committees of the Council, he said, were 
already at work. 

The council’s aim, said Mr, Hearder, is 
to get output in the building industry 
back at least to the 1938 level, and to get 
it back there quickly. This can only be 
done if every builder and every operative 
in the country puts his best foot foremost. 
Costs are bound up with output, and 
builders are doing everything my 4 can to 
assist the Minister of Health in bringing 
down the cost of house-building. Their 
scope is, of course, limited, but in co- 
operation with the operatives they are 
doing their utmost to tackle this vital 
question, which was made an essential 
part of the recent wages agreement, 


THE WOODWORKING TRADES: 
SPECIAL MEETING 

At an extraordinary general meeting of 
the English Joinery Manufacturers’ Asso- 
ciation held on esday, January 15, 
alarm was expressed over the steadily 
worsening position of the established wood- 
working firms. A resolution was passed 
calling for a meeting of the following 
associations: Timber Building Manufac- 
turers’ Association of Great Britain, Ltd. ; 
British Door Association; School Furni- 
ture Manufacturers’ Association; Federa- 
tion of Box and Packing Case Manufac- 
turers; Flush Door Manufacturers’ Asso- 
ciation; Joinery and Woodwork Em- 
ployers’ Federation; National Federation 
of Building Trades’ Employers; and the 
Timber and General Fencing Allied Con- 
tractors’ Association, to consider the 
action they should take on all aspects of 
the situation and that the late Director of 
Woodworking, Mr. Robert Hall, be asked 
to act as independent chairman. We are 
informed that a meeting will be held at 
the Piccadilly Hotel, London, W.1, at 
11.15 am. on Tuesday, January 29. 
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LONDON BOMB DAMAGE 


REPAIRS 


CONDITIONS OF EMPLOYMENT. 


Tue London Regional Joint Committee 
have reviewed the position arising from 
(a) the cessation of direction of men to 
bomb-damage repairs in. London from 
November 1, 1945, and (6) the cancella- 
tion of the Essential Work Order from 
that work on January 17, 1946, and 
advise as follows :— 

1. The lifting of the E.W.O. from 
bomb-damage repairs on January 17 will 
have the following effects :— 

(a) Employers will be free to discharge 
operatives, and operatives will be free to 
leave their employers without prior con- 
sent of the N'S.0., and subject only to 
the terms of the Working 
ment; 

(6) The reversion of conditions of em- 
ployment to those laid down in the 
Working Rule Agreement will have par- 
ticular reference to the Guaranteed 
Week (32 hours instead of 44) and termi- 
uation of employment (generally two 
hours’ notice expiring on Friday evening 
instead of one week’s notice) ; 

(c) Operatives will be free from the 
terms of their original direction to bomb- 
damage repair work (irrespective of 
whether the period of direction specified 
in Form 383A is expired at January 17, 
1946, or not); 

(d) The lifting of the Essential Work 
Order will not affect the present obliga- 
tion of employers and operatives to notify 
engagements or transfers under the Con- 
trol of Engagement Order and the Re- 
striction on Transfer Order. 

2. The lifting of the E.W.O. does not 
alter the obligation of all building firms 
registered under Defence Regulation 
56AB to observe, without alteration, the 
terms of the Working Rule Agreement 
for the Building Industry. 

3. The National Joint Council, in its 
Special Ruling of July, 1944, provided 
for the payment of certain fares and 
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allowances to men brought from the 
provinces to ‘‘pools’’ in London, and 
subsequently transferred to firms on 
bomb-damage repairs in London as 
though they were entitled to them under 
Working Rule 6. The lifting of the 
E.W.O. will not by itself necessarily 
affect the payment of those fares and 
allowances to operatives entitled thereto 
under the Special Ruling. Such entitle- 
ment continues until the Special Ruling 
has been cancelled. 

4. (a) The Regional Joint Committee 
have recommended to the National Joint 
Council the cancellation of the Special 
Ruling of July, 1914, as at the end of 
me normal working day on February 15, 

? 

(b) At any time after January 17, 1946, 
the men referred to in paragraph 3 above 
shall be paid their fares and travelling 
time to enable them to return home; 

(c) If, when he has been given such 
fares and travelling time to enable him 
to return home, such a man elects to 
continue in employment in London, his 
conditions of employment will thereafter 
be strictly according to the London 
Working Rule. 

5. The Regional Joint Committee are 
aware that many men have come into this 
country from Eire during the war under 
schemes sponsored by the Government 
and have subsequently come on to bomb- 
damage repairs in London. Our indus- 
trial conditions may not provide the 
means in every case for these men to 
return to their homes. It has therefore 
been suggested that the National Joint 
Council should consider this position and 
should draw the attention of the Ministry 
of Labour to the Government’s responsi- 
bilities to such men. 

6. It should be emphasised that provin- 
cial operatives who came into ot 
with their own provincial employers and 
are still working with them are not 
affected by the foregoing, except the 
references in paragraph 1 to the lifting 
of the E.W.O. Their fares and allow- 
ances are payable under National Work- 
ing Rule 6, and not under the Special 
Ruling. These payments still continue, 
therefore, as long as that employment 
continues in London, but any such opera- 
tive who leaves the employ of his pro- 
vincial employer in London reverts to the 
conditions of employment normal in the 
industry. 

7. The Special Declaration of March 
30, 1943, amended by a_ substituted 
Declaration of March 3, 1944, which is 
printed in the London Working Rule 
Agreement booklet, covering London 
operatives directed to other employment 
within the London area, wili still apply 
until cancelled or amended by the 
National Joint Council, of which due 
notice will be given. 

8. The arrangements set out above con- 
stitute the end of a phase of the Building 
Industry’s war effort. They mark the 
reassembly of employers and operatives 
in their own localities for the further- 
ance of our service to the country’s needs 
in its problems of reconstruction. 

The London Regional Joint Committee 
wish to take this opportunity of paying 
a tribute to the provincial employers and 
operatives who so readily came to the aid 
of London in its dire stress resulting 
particularly from the assaults made upon 
our city from the air. The response to 
the appeals for help were typical of the 
spirit of our industry, and the citizens of 
London and its building trade are deeply 
grateful for all the assistance given to us 
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in tackling the tasks with which we were 
faced. In saying ‘‘ good-bye” to their 
provincial colleagues the London Regional 
Joint Committee, on behalf of London’s 
building trade, say a sincere “‘ thank- 
you,’ and would wish them well on their 
return to work of reconstruction in their 
own home districts. 


Tea Breaks. 

The following resolution was passed by 
the London Regional Joint Committe on 
December 31 last : ‘‘ The London Regional 
Joint Committee have given consideration 
to the question of tea breaks on building 
jobs. ‘The service of tea during the 
morning and afternoon to men at their 
work is a concession. Long working 
hours, substantial travelling to and from 
work, and the over-riding war-time diffi- 
culties of catering, have brought about 
developments not previously visualised. 
In certain cases abuses have taken place, 
and it is the desire of the London 
Regional Joint Committee that these 
should cease so that operatives can con- 
tinue to enjoy this privilege. All are 
asked to co-operate so that the time taken 
is limited to a minimum. General fore- 
men and stewards in particular are 
advised to assist towayds this end.” 


BOOK REVIEW 


The Requisitioned Land and War Works 
Act, 1945. T. Mervyn JONES, 
M.A., LL.M.(Cantab.), LL.B.(Wales). 
Published by Butterworth & Co. (Pub- 
lishers), Ltd. Price 2ls., postage and 
packing 10d. extra. 


One of the last functions of the late 
Government was to pass to the Statute 
Book the above important Act, and 
Messrs. Butterworth have now published 
the Act in book form by Mr. T. Mervyn 
Jones. 

The Act is novel in that it affects the 
rights of owners of property, and those of 
the public generally, in a manner and 
degree not previously passed by any 
Parliament. Its main purpose is to estab- 
lish powers for the compulsory acquisi- 
tion, by Ministers of the Crown, of land 
which has been: requisitioned for war pur- 
poses. Fortunately for everybody con- 
cerned, for the purposes of the Act a 
War Works Commission is constituted. 
Its main function is to adjudicate on 
matters in dispute. 

Within the covers of a single volume 
the author and publishers have not only 
specifically dealt with the Act itself but 
also with all the other legislation which is 
relevant in matters dealt with by the Act, 
and they have done all their work well. 
Amongst other things the book contains a 
Table of Statutes, of Statutory Orders, of 
Defence (General) Regulations, of Circu- 
lars, and of Cases. There is, too, an 
excellent index. 

W. T.;C. 


Birmingham Operatives’ Holiday. 

The Birmingham Local Joint Com- 
mittee for the Building Industry has de- 
cided that the fixed week for the holiday 
to be taken in 1946 under the Holidays 
with Pay Scheme shall be the normal 
working week commencing Monday, June 
24, and terminating Saturday, June 29, 
both dates inclusive. Press announce- 
ments giving details are to be inserted in 
local newspapers so that firms affected 
may make their arrangements accord- 
ingly and in order that non-federated em- 
ployers or operatives may be conversant 
with this decision. Other trade associa- 
tions concerned with the building in- 
dustry are also being advised. 
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HOUSING SITE PREPARATION 
USE OF GERMAN PRISONERS OF WAR 


A Finat form of contract has now been 
agreed by the Ministry of Health with 
the Federation of Civil Engineering Con- 
tractors and the National Federation of 
Building Trades Employers as the form of 
poe cost contract covering the use of 

erman prisoners of war on advance pre- 
oe of housing sites. Ministry of 

ealth Circular 17/46 (which announces 
this) states that, whereas in the’ provi- 
sional form of contract already circulated 
(May and June, 1945) it was intended to 
give a general indemnity to the contractor 
in respect of damage or injury caused by 
the prisoners of war, it is now the inten- 
tion to require the contractor to effect in- 
surances covering the matters set forth 
below. In the case of current contracts 
the contractor should be asked to effect 
the necessary. insurances forthwith if he 
has not already done so. In the case of all 
new contracts the contractor should obtain 
the necessary cover from the outset since 
the War Office require in the case of con- 
tracts placed after December 1, 1945, that 
all users of prisoner of war labour should 
secure this insurance cover. 

The cost of insurance will count as a 
prime cost of the contractor when a con- 
tract is let. In direct labour cases it will 
rank for the purpose of the final adjust- 
ment with the Ministry of Works as a cost 
necessarily incurred. 

The following risks hitherto covered by 
the general indemnity will now be covered 
by insurance :— 

(i) Damage or injury by P.O.W. to pro- 
perty or persons of third parties (includ- 
ing servants of the authority).—This can 
be covered under the contractor’s existing 
third party policy provided the contractor 
declares the theoretic wage value of the 
prisoners at normal craftsmens’ or 
labourers’ rates. Premium rates are not 
likely to be raised appreciably. 

(ii) Injury to British employees of the 
Contractor by P.O.W.—This can be 
covered by payment of additional pre- 
miums on the contractor’s ‘‘ Employer’s 
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Liability ” policy based on the theoretic 
wage value as above. The rate will pro- 
bably be approximately 20 per cent. of 
that normally paid to cover all liabilities 
as an employer. Workmen’s Compense- 
tion liability does not arise. 

(iii) Contractor's Common Law Liability 
to P.O.W.—This can be covered at a 
reasonable premium under the Contractor’s 
Employer’s Liability policy. 

(iv) Damage .to Contractor's power- 
operated plant. 

Contractors should be asked to notify 
the authority of the date from which in- 
surance cover was affected. It will be 
seen that insurance is not required and 
indeed is not obtainable in av of 
damage to the works and materials or ‘to 
non-mechanical plant on the site in con- 
nection with the contract. The contractor 
is required to take proper precautions tc 
safeguard these items, but he will not be 
held liable for the cost of making good 
damage 

(a) to the works and materials if he can 
show that he has not been negligent; 

(b) to the non-mechanical plant unless 
the authority can show that the contrac- 
tor has been negligent. 

If the local authority wishes to carry its 
own risks instead of insuring, the Minister 
should be informed. In that event the 
local authority will, of course, be fully 
liable for meeting any claims. 

No action need be taken by the local 
authority where a prisoner of war contract 
is being let by the Ministry of Works on 
the authority’s behalf. 

Any claims made in respect of torts com. 
mitted after these arrangements come into 
force should be notified promptly to the 
Minister and to the Assistant Tieates of 
Claims in the War Office Command con- 
cerned. The addresses and telephone num- 
bers of these officers are given in the 
Appendix. Notice of fata] accidents 
giving rise to claims should be notified to 
the appropriate Assistant Director of 
Claims within twenty-four hours of the 
occurrence, so that any necessary legal 
representation at the inquest may he 
arranged, 


Girts oF CIGARETTES, ETC. 

Representations have been made by the 
War Office about the practice of employers 
of giving cigarettes and other gifts to 
prisoners of war. It is pointed out that 
this is not in accordance with the condi- 
tions under which prisoner of war labour 
is made available, is prejudicial to discip- 
line, and may result in inferior work for 
those employers who do not follow the 
practice. These points are to be brought 
to the notice of contractors engaged by a 
Council employing prisoners of war. 

APPENDIX. 
The addresses of A.D. Claims in each Com- 


mand are as follows :— ’ 
Northern Command: A. D. Claims, Head- 

quarters, ‘“‘ Oakhurst,” Shadwell Lane, Moor- 

town, Leeds. Tel.: Leeds 61021-2 and 62733. 
Eastern Command: A. D. Claims. Head- 
uarters, The Barracks, Hounslow, Middlesex. 
el.: Slough 01, Ext. Wentworth 280-281 

Command: A 


Southern : A. D. Claims, Head- 
quarters. Milford Manor, Salisbury. Tel.: Salis- 
bury 3133, 3970. k 

Western Command: A. D. Claims, Head- 
quarters, ‘‘ Armstrong House,” Queens-park, 
Chester. Tel.: Chester 3900-4. : 

Scott nd: A. D. Claims, Head- 


ish Comma : ; 
quarters, 13, Rothesay-terrace, Edinburgh, 12. 
Tel.: Edinburgh 33606-9. : 
London District: A. D. Claims, Head- 
quarters, 32, Curzon-street, W.1. Tel.: Mayfair 


B.S. Specifications. 

Sills.and Lintels in Clayware, Cast. Con- 
crete and Natural Stone. (B.S. No. 1236- 
1240). (Price 3s. 6d., post free); Metal 
Picture Rails, Skirtings and Angle Beads 
(B.S. No. 1246). (Price 2s.)—are among 
‘recent B.S. Specifications issued from 28, 
Victoria-street, 8.W.1. 
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A NEW TOWN FOR BRITAIN 


: [FROM A CORRESPONDENT.] 


THe Loughton Neighbourhood, the great 
London County Council. building scheme 
in Essex, will add not only a new town 
to Britain but a new idea in town plan- 
ning that may well serve as a model for 
municipalities everywhere. 

This £5,000,000 scheme ‘is not just 
another huge addition to an existing com- 
munity with houses built piecemeal 
wherever land is available. That method, 
which was so largely adopted between the 
wars, was shown, too often, to destroy 
both the charm of the towns themselves 
and also of large stretches of- countryside. 
In this case the L.C.C. have planned a 
new community on a 558-acre site which 
has, as its central motif, a large and exist- 
ing country house. It is intended that 
the. Loughton Neighbourhood : shall be a 
living community in every sense—not just 
a collection of houses forming, by their 
proximity, a town. 

Loughton Hall, which lies in the centre 
of the estate, is a large house with 
6 acres of gardens and a paddock adjoin- 
ing of 75 acres. The house will remain 
in the new town, modified only to the 
extent that will make it suitable as a 
community centre. The gardens and 
paddock will also be retained and de- 
veloped. The administration of the com- 
munity centre and its planning will, of 
course, be in the hands of the Essex 
County Council. 

In the new town there will be no segre- 
gation of houses by tyres and sizes—the 
whole estate will be integrated. There 
will be houses of five rooms, houses of 
three rooms, two-storey flats and one- 
roomed bungalows. This is the full range 
of accommodation, and the various types 
will be spread evenly over the whole 
estate. The houses are intended to cater 
for families with three children as the 
maximum down to old couples, widows or 
widowers. These last three will live in 
the single-room bungalows. 


The so-called five-roomed house is 
actually as misleading as the single-room 
bungalows. There are three good bed- 
rooms, a living-room, parlour, bathroom, 
kitchen, and a large hall equipped with 
@ pram recess. The three-roomed houses 
will have two bedrooms, living-room, 
kitchen and bathroom. Accommodation in 
the single-room bungalows is actually quite 
commodious. They are perhaps the most 
interesting innovation in the estate. 
There will be 108 of these, designed to 
afford the maximum comfort and at the 
same time to save the maximum amount. 
of work on the part of the occupants, 
most of whom are expected to be the 
elderly. Although termed ‘‘ single-room ”’ 
bungalows, they are a great deal more than 
that. True, there is only one main room— 
a fine living-room. But there is a bedroom 
recess off the living-room and a kitchen 
which is as large as the majority of small- 
house kitchens. The bathroom recess, off 
the kitchen, has a bath designed specially 
for old people and a lavatory basin. The 
bungalows, like the houses and flats, are 
equipped with the latest labour-saving 
devices and built-in furniture. 

There will be 3,850 houses in the new 
town—well-designed houses, all of them, 
with no revolutionary ideas about them. 
And ag the various types and sizes will 
be spread evenly throughout the estate, 
there will be no suggestion of mass build- 
ing. Every house, in addition, will have 
a good-sized garden, and lock-up garages 
will be arranged in blocks near at hand. 
Shopping facilities for the 15,000 
inhabitants of the new town have been 
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adequately catered for. There will be 
60 shops, most of them grouped near the 


station, but some spread at convenient 


intervals throughout the estate. Sites 
have been reserved for five churches and 
chapels, a cinema and two refreshment 
houses. 

The education of the children of the 
neighbourhood will be catered for by five 
senior and six junior schools. All of 
these will have their own playing fields, 
which will add materially to the oppor- 
tunities for recreation for the scholars. 
Outside the residential area a site of 
62 acres has been reserved for the intro- 
duction of light industries, which should 
absorb the labour resident in the new 
town. 

This, then, is the municipal town of the 
future. Work is to start early in 1946 
and will be pressed on with all speed. 
In the meantime, the L.C.C. are to show 
the .main details of the plan at the 
‘*Modern Homes ”’ Exhibition at Dorland 


Hall, JRegent-street, London, in the 
Spring. There is no doubt that it will 
arouse considerable interest among 


builders, not a little because it is one of 
the first plans, not only to help to solve 
the housing shortage, but to help to solve 
the problem of the decentralisation of 
London. 


A Quantity Surveyor’s Diary. 

The Institute of Quantity Surveyors, of 
5, Leicester-street, Wolverhampton, Staffs, 
has issued a diary for 1946 which includes 
building data under the usual trade head- 
ings, as well as much useful memoranda 
of an allied nature, such as general build- 
ing, mathematical and other information. 
Adequate calendar and diary space is 
provided. 
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LAW REPORTS 
BUILDERS’ CLAIM UPHELD. 


Court or APPEAL. 

Before the Master oF THE ROLLS and 
Lorps Justices MAcKINNON’ and 
TUCKER. 

In the Court of Appeal of the High 
Court the Master of the Rolls and Lords 
Justices Mackinnon and Tucker had be- 
fore them an appeal by Charles Benabo & 
Sons, estate agents and managers, of New 
Bridge-street, E.C., from a judgment of 
Lord Justice Lawrence in favour of A. R. 
Beadle, Ltd., builders, of Worcester Park, 
Surrey, on a claim for £159. 

It appeared that appellants manage a 
number of properties and some of them 
were damaged by enemy action. The re- 
spondents, under agreement with the 
appellants to do war damage repairs, car- 
ried out work to houses which came to a 
total amount of £279. Upon these houses 
the War Damage Commission sanctioned 
a payment of only £150. Under these cir- 
cumstances the builders sued the appel- 
lants for £159 and alternatively for breach 
of contract or warranty. The War 
Damage Commission had disallowed the 
£159, holding that they related to things 
that could not be called war damage. 

Mr. Astell Burt, for appellants, agreed 
that under the terms of the contract 
agreed to between the parties, the respon- 
dents could not succeed in their claim. 

The Court dismissed the appeal with 
costs. 

Lord Justice Tucker, in giving judg- 
ment, said he came to the conclusion, 
having regard to the conduct of the par- 
ties, that the true inference was that as 
soon as the War Damage Commission 
would not authorise the work after in- 
specting it, it was decided to substitute 
the decision of appellants’ surveyor for 
that of the War Damage Commission. 
This clearly pointed to a fresh contractual 
position, that what was war damage was 
left to the surveyor’s decision. That being 
so, as respondents did work required, they 
should be paid for it, and they were 
entitled to recover the sum claimed. 

The Master of the Rolls and Lord 
Justice Mackinnon concurred. 


MEANING OF PREMISES BEING 
** LAWFULLY SUBLET” IN RENT 
RESTRICTION ACT, 1920. 


Court or APPEAL. 
Before Lorps Justices Scorr, Du Parca, 
and Morton. 
Norman v. Simpson. 

Tus case, which raised an important 
question as to the meaning of premises 
“having been lawfully sublet’’ in sub- 
section 5, Section 15 of the Rent Restric- 
tion Act, 1920, came before the Court on 
the appeal of the defendant, Mr. Simpson, 
from the judgment of Judge Thesiger, 
sitting at Barnstaple County Court, giving 
the plaintiff, Mr. Norman, possession of a 
house of which he was owner and which 
resulted in a difference of opinion between 
the Lords Justices. 

The material facts of the case were 
these : In March, 1937, the house in ques- 
tion was owned by a Miss Irwin, and she, 
by a written agreement, let the house for 
the period of three years to a Mr. 
Conibear, the latter covenanting not to 
sublet the house without the written con- 
sent of the landlord, Miss Irwin, pre- 
viously obtained. At thé expiry of the 
tenancy of three years Mr. Conibear 
remained in occupation of the house as 
tenant from year to year with the con- 
sent of Miss Irwin. In 1940 Mr. Conibear, 
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without that: consent, sublet the house 
furnished to the defendant, Mr. Simpson, 
and in September of that year the sub- 
tenancy was altered to an unfurnished 
tenancy of the house for six months, this 
letting also being without the consent of 
Miss Irwin. Miss Irwin, in June, 1944, 
gave Mr. Conibear notice to quit the 
house on March 25, 1945, which Mr. 
Conibear accepted, and later on Miss 
Irwin sold the house to Mr. Norman, 
the plaintiff. It was stated that at all 
material times Miss Irwin had con- 
tinued to receive from Mr. Conibear the 
rent due from him, and although knowing 
that Mr. Simpson was in occupation of 
the house, that lady had never commented 
on that fact to either Mr. Conibear or Mr. 
Simpson. 

As before stated, the County Court 
Judge granted Mr. Norman an order for 
possession of the house, and from this 
decision Mr. Simpson now appealed. 

At the. conclusion of the arguments on 
the appeal the Court reserved judgment. 

The Court, by a majority (Lord Justice 
Du Parcq dissenting), allowed the appeal. 

In a written judgment Lords Justices 
Scott and Morton held that although the 
original subletting to the defendant, Mr. 
Simpson, might have been such as to have 
given -Miss Irwin, the former owner, a 
right of re-entry, Mr. Simpson was, in the 
opinion of those Lords Justices, within 
subsection 3 of Section 15 of the Act of 
1920, on the ground that Miss Irwin had 
continued to accept rent from Mr. 
Conibear after she had become aware of 
the subletting to Mr. Simpson. In these 
circumstances they were ef opinion that 
the appeal should be allowed. 

Lord Justice Du Parcq, in a dissenting 
judgment, was of opinion that Miss Irwin, 
notwithstanding that she had continued 
to accept rent from Mr. Conibear, had 
never go acted as to deprive herself of the 
right to recover damages from Mr. Coni- 
bear for his breach of covenant. Although 
Mr. Simpson might be said to be, in the 
events which had happened, in lawful 
possession of the premises while Mr. 
Conibear’s interest continued, when that 
interest was determined Mr. Simpson 
became a trespasser because he was unable 
to assert that the premises had been ‘‘ law- 
fully sublet ’’ to him. In these circum- 
stances, in his (Lord Justice Du Parcq’s) 
opinion Mr. Norman was entitled to the 
order for possession made by the County 
Court Judge, and that the appeal failed 
and ghould be dismissed. 

By the majority of the Court, therefore, 
the appeal succeeded and was accordingly 
allowed, 

Mr. Norman was granted leave to appeal 
to the House of Lords from the judgment. 


CROYDON CORPORATION HOUSING 


Ki1no’s Bencu Divistonat Court. 
Before Mr. Justice Hitpery and Mr. 
Justice Henn CoLtins. 

In a King’s Bench Divisional Court of 
the High Court, Justices Hilbery and 
Henn Collins granted leave to the Adding- 
ton Golf Syndicate, Ltd., to move for an 
order against the Minister of Health and 
Croydon Corporation in connection with 
the Corporation’s plans to build temporary 
houses on the Addington golf course. 

Mr. Scott Henderson, K.C., moved ex 
parte on behalf of the syndicate, and said 
the Croydon Corporation wanted only part 
of the new course for erecting prefabri- 
cated houses as temporary structures, The 
Minister of Health, under the Housing 
(Temporary Accommodation) Act, 1944, 
had given the Corporation, who asked for 
82 acres, power to take 62 acres. The acre- 
age of the golf course was 435, and the 
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contention which it was desired to raise 
on behalf of the applicants was that the 
Minister could authorise the taking of the 
whole of the golf course, but not part 
only. If the building plans were carried 
into effect, the golf course would cease to 
exist as such. 

The Court granted a stay of the Minis- 
ter’s authorisation pending the hearing. 


OFFICIAL NOTIFICATIONS 


Home Timber Production. 


Certain changes in the organisation of 
the Home Timber Production Depart- 
ment will have the following effects so 
far as England and Wales are concerned. 
For the present the position in Scotland 
remains unchanged :— 

(1) As from December 31, 1945, the Pre- 
allocation Scheme for Standing Timber 
ceased to operate. After this date it 
will no longer be necessary to obtain 
prior permission to negotiate for the pur- 
chase of standing timber; felling licences 
will, however, be required as before. 

(2) As from January 31, 1946, the Trade 
Production Officers of the Home Timber 
Production Department will cease to 
function. 

(3) As from February 1, 1946, returns 
and applications for licences should be 
forwarded as follows :— 


Applications for Felling Licences for Standing 
Timber and Applications for H.G.R.I. Licences 
or Round Timber: The Local Area Officer, 
Timber Control. 

Monthly Production Returns and Half-yearly 
Stock Returns: Returns for the period to De- 
cember 31, 1945 to H.T.P.D. as before. Subse- 
quent Returns to Timber Control; the original 
to Clifton Down Hotel, Bristol (8) and the dupli- 
cate to the local Area Officer. 

Applications for Iron and Steel Licences: The 
Chief Equipment Officer, H.T.P.D., Vassall-road. 
Fishponds, Bristol. 

Applications for Building Licences: The Raw 
Materials Regional Officer. 

Requests for support of Deferments of Labour: 
The Board of Trade Regional Controller, through 
the Raw Materials Regional Officer. 

Applications for Civilian Labour: The Local 
Ministry of Labour, advising Board of Trade 
Regional Controller and Raw Materials Regional 
Officer at the same time. 

_Applications for Prisoner Labour: The Divi- 
sional Officer, H.T.P.D. 

Applications for Machinery Licences: The 
Mee Tool Control, 1, Charing Cross, London, 
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Applitations for Transport Licences: The Re- 
gional Transport Commissioner, Ministry of War 
Transport. 

Applications relative to Protective Clothing : The 
nearest Board of Trade Office, or the Board of 
Trade, I. & M. Dept. 2, 91, Victoria-street, Lon- 
don, 8.W.1. 

Applications relative to Thermos Flasks: The 
nearest Board of Trade office, or the Board of 
Trade, I. & M. Dept., 4, Nevill House, Page- 
street, London, S8.W.1. 

Petrol questions—vehicles for woods operations 
and private cars: The local Regional Petroleum 
Officer, Ministry of Fuel and Power. 

Petrol questions—goods vehicles for highways/ 
roads: The local Group Organiser, Ministry of 
War Transport. 

Class B Releases (Individual to Raw Materials 
Specialists) : Regional Officer. 

W.D.C. Regional Managers. 

THe War Damage Commission notifies 
the following appointments and transfers 
of Regional Managers :— 

Region 2 (Leeds), W. A. Jones (act- 
ing); Region 4 (esapetdgn). A. W. Arun- 
dale; Region 5B (City of London), L. B. 
Jacques, A.C.A.; Region 5C (Euston), 
E. Resher (from February 28); Region 6 
(Reading), A. E. Moody (from March 31); 
Region 7 (Bristol), C. J. Newman (from 
March 31); Region 9 (Birmingham), 
A. H. W. Abbott; and Region 12 (Tun- 
bridge Wells), V. P. O’Connor. 

Mr. W. J. Kay, A.R.I.B.A., has been 
appointed Technical Adviser in Region 11 
(Edinburgh), and Mr. H. L. Millward in 
Region 6 (Reading). 


TEMPORARY HOUSING 
ARCON DISTRIBUTION CENTRES 


Wirn the approval of the Ministry of 
Works, a tour was organised on Friday 
last of the Beddington-lane, Croydon, dis- 
tribution centre of the Arcon group of 
firms, and also of a housing estate at 
Croydon. This centre is one of five 
operated by the agents, Taylor Woodrow, 
Ltd., which in turn are part of 33 such 
centres controlled by the Ministry of 
Works at various points in Great Britain. 
The Beddington centre supplies London, 
East Anglia and the South-East. It has 
a storage capacity of 600 sets of house 
elements, and can turn out 150 complete 
sets a week. London has already had 
1,100 Arcon houses, and it is expected 
that by the end of June 4,500 will have 
been delivered. Of a total programme of 
165,000 ‘temporary houses of all kinds, the 
Government have ordered 41,000 Arcor 
houses. 

The methodical manner in which lorries 
are loaded with the house components ir 
the right order for unloading at the site 
was appreciated by the visitors on Friday. 
The layout of the centre is on a “‘ one- 
way’ plan, and each component is num- 
bered. Four lorries are required to take 
a complete house-set, and these are 
dispatched in the following order: Ist 
lorry, steelwork; 2nd, wooden floors and 
asbestos cladding; 3rd, internal wall par- 
titioning; and 4th, internal equipment. 


Calendars, 1946. 

We acknowledge with thanks a tear-off 
calendar from Decra, Ltd., of Acton, W.3. 
It carries an admirable reproduction im 
colour of a painting of St. Paul’s from the 
north-east, by Mr. W. Haslehurst, 
R.I., R.B.A. Messrs. Pilchers, of 6, Ches- 
terfield Gardens, W.1, and the Alpha 
Manufacturing and Electrical Co., Ltd., 
of 21, Cedars-road, S.W.4, also send 
calendars, as do Taylor Woodrow Con- 
struction, Ltd., and Messrs. Walter Lilly 
and Co., Ltd., the latter having an excel- 
lent reproduction in colour of a painting 
of the interior of Gloucester Cathedral. 
by Noel H. Leaver, A.R.C.A. A good re- 
production of an oil painting by D. L-. 
Mays is the feature of a calendar issued 
by Messrs. A. E. Farr, Ltd., civil engi- 
neering contractors, of Westbury, Wilts- 
The North Kent Construction Co., of 
Erith, Kent, send a neat desk calendar- 
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THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 
NEW BUILDINGS 


GLASGOW.—Corporation Housing Depart- 
ment passed plans for 760 houses at North 
Cardonald.—Dean of Guild Court passed plans 
submitted by John Lawrence (Glasgow), Ltd., 
to erect houses at Broomhill; Balshagray ; 
Westland-dr.; Ryvra-rd.; and at Carnwath-av., 
Newlands. 


FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 
CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open, but not in- 
cluded in this list, see previous issues. Those 
with an asterisk are advertised in this number. 
The dates at the heads of ne are those 
for the submission of tenders; ye (t) 
denotes closing date for appiications; the name 
and address at the end refer the person 
from whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


JANUARY 31. 

R.D.C.—46 houses at East 
Saltney. Architect and S. Tenders by 
February 19. 


. t*Stamford 8.C.—50 houses at Drift-rd. 
estate. Acting B.E. & S, or F. J. Lenton (F.), 
16, Broad-st., Stamford. 


FEBRUARY 1. 

t*Chigwell U.D.C.—26 pairs houses at Roding 
Valley site, Buckhurst Hill. J. W. Faulkner 
4C.). Dep. £2 2s. (Plans seen at offices of 
Tooley & Foster, Midland Bank-chbrs., Buck- 
hurst Hill, Essex.) 

Oxon C.C.—Additional accommodation at 
Highfield-rd., Bicester, for County school. 
G. R. Hutton, County A. Dep. £2 2s. 


FEBRUARY 2. 

*Braintree and os 3g U.D.C.—32 Duplex 
flats at Howard-rd. Cook, Architect & S., 
Town Hall. Dep. £2 4 

Elgin T.C.—9 blocks of houses at Seafield 
Lands, Bishopmill. J. P. M. Wright, Archi- 
tect, 82, High-st., Elgin. 


FEBRUARY 4. 
Aled R.D.C.—24 houses and roads and sewers 
a Trefnant. 8., 34, Water-st., Rhyl. Dep. 


coeeneiend U.D.C.—(1) 50 houses; (2) road 
construction at Caemawr site. G. Davies, 
Architect, College-st., Ammanford. Dep. £5 5s. 
for (1) and £2 2s. for (2). 

Bootie C.B.—15 houses, Site 13, Williams-ave., 
Myerscough-ave., Wood-ave., and Aintree-rd. 
B.E. and 8. Dep. £2 2s. 

Chelmsford R.D.C.—6 pairs of houses at 
—— -la., Galleywood. Estate 8. (Room 25). 

ep. 

Des T.C.—124 houses at Lincoln-gdns. 


+Hawarden 


estate. Buttrick and Buttrick ns _ A.), 4%. 
Oswald-rd., Scunthorpe. Dep. 
8 *Stroud U. - C.—24 houses Sd Gbiey. E. and 


Dep. £2 
*Wellington (Salon) U.D.C.—86 houses at Site 
A., Arleston. W. 8. Bond, F.S.I., Colmore-chrs., 
3 Newhall-st., Birmingham, 3. Dep, £2 2s. 
Tenders by February 4. 

West a U.D.C.—56 houses at Valley- 
rd. estate. E. and 8S. Dep. £2 2s, 


FEBRUARY 5. 

Coine Valley U.D.C.—10 houses and street 
works at Botham Hall estate, Goliar, and 10 
houses and street works at Longlands-rd., 
Slaithwaite. Lunn, Heppenstall and Lunn, 
Chartered Architects, 3, Station-rd., Milns- 
bridge. Huddersfield. Dep. £2 2s. (payable 
to U.D.C.). 

*Henley R.D.C.—58 houses on various sites. 
Cc. Dep. £3 3s. (Plans seen at 12, Hart-st.. 
Henley, or 35, Beaumont-st., Oxford.) 

Southwell R.D.C.—(1) 15 pairs of houses and 

1 block of 4 houses in 3 groups at Blidworth ; 
2) 9 pairs of houses and 2 blocks of 4 houses in 
3 groups at Farnsfield. S. Cooper, 8, Westgate, 
fouthwell, Notts. Dep. £2 2s. (payable to 


FEBRUARY 6. 
Camelford R.D.C.—12 houses on 2 sites. 
Council Offices, Camelford. Dep. £2 2s. 
Cranbrook R.D.C.—34 houses on 2 sites. W. 
Lynn-Thomas. Architect, Ingles, Hawk- 
hurst. Dep. £2 2s. to the Cle 
ggg U.D.C.—78 houses a Snow Hill. 8. 
Dep. £2 2s 
Grimsby C.B.—51 houses at Nursthorpe. J. V. 
‘Oldfield, oe t.C.E. Dep. £2. 
» ae D.C.—52 houses on various sites. 
Ss. Lithertand | ae 10, High-st., Burton-on- 
Trent, Dep. £1 


a 7. 

Andover T.C.—26 houses at Farr-ave. B.S. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

Honiton R.D.C.—34 houses on various sites. 

W. Sampson. Fortfield-chrs., Sidmouth. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne T.C.—100 houses at Long- 
benton estate. a 74 at Blakelaw estate. City 
A. Dep. £5 5 
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ee nag oy 8. 

Dorking and Horley K.D.C.—10 houses on 2 
sites. §8., “B rookmend.” *Bialion rd., Dorking. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

a T.C.—70 houses at Barrowcliff 
estate. B, and Water E. 
FEBRUARY 11. 

Dunstable T.C.—30 houses at Beecroft 

estate. R. R. Hole (L.), B.E. and 8. Dep. 


£3 3s. 

Huntingdon €.C.—Erection of kitchen and 
dining room at Huntingdon school. County 8. 
and Architect, Walden House, Huntingdon. 

Kidderminster : D.C.—50 houses on 3 sites. 
A. 8. Northover, E. and 8. Dep. £2 2s. 

Kinghorn T.C.—Work in various trades for 
erection of 52 houses at Barclay-rd. C. R. 
Douglas and Co., 2, East Port, Dunfermline. 

Liandudno U.D.C.—20 houses and 16 flats at 
Cwm-pl. site. J. <A. Edwards, B. Eng., 
A.M.Inst.C.E. Dep. £3. 

*Peterb h T.C.—100 houses at Dogs- 
thorpe-Newark estate. City E. Dep. £2. 

South Molton a ey houses at Station-rd. 
site. B.S. Dep. £2 

aia 12. 

Newton Abbot R.D.C.—1 pair of houses, 1 
block of three, and 3 blocks of flats on 2 sites. 
. Dep. £2 2s. 

t*St. Albans R.D.C.—16 houses at King’s 
Head-la., London Colney. C., 43, Upper 
Lattimore-rd. Dep. £2 2s 

Totnes T.C.—(a) 24 ‘a (b) 16 flats at 
Bridgetown. Grant and Greén, Architects, 10, 
High-st., Totnes. Dep. £2 

senicaaane a 

Gosforth U.D.C.—50 houses at Grange-la. 
ons Md Wyld, M.Inst.M. & Cy.E., E. and 8S. 
Dep 

Melford a. D.C.—68 houses on 2 sites, P. 
Bicknell, M.A. (A.), 1, a Trumping- 
ton-st., Cambridge.’ Dep. £3 3 

FEBRUARY 16. 

Kingsclere and Whitchurch R.D.C.—(1) 4 pairs 
houses at Ashmansworth; (2) 22 at Whitchurch; 
(3) 4 at Highclere. Mr. Henshaw (F.), West- 
minster Bank-chbrs., Andover. Dep. £1 1s. 

FEBRUARY 18. 

Chorley R.D.C.—18 houses at Chorley Old-rd., 
Whittle-le-Woods. W. Groves, 8. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Richmond (Surrey) T.C.—32 houses at 
Murray-rd.. Ham, and 6 houses at Lock-rd., 
Ham. B.E. Dep. 23 3s. 

*Rochester T.C.—100 houses at Watling-st. 
site. Stoner & Sons, quantity — 69, 
Lincoln’s Inn-fields, W.C.2. Dep. £2 

FEBRUARY 19. 

Bradford T.C.—Boiler-house building at 
Valley Power Station. Contract ‘ C.47.” TT. H. 
Carr, Electrical E. and Manager, City of Brad- 
ford Electricity Dept., 27, Bolton- rd., Bradford. 


FEBRUARY 21. 
*Bromiey T.C.—Rebuilding 2 flats at Manor- 
way. B.E. Dep. £1 1s. 
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yey eed 22, 
*Leeds T.C.—1,500 ype houses ard ‘500 43 
ar at Bell Isle, hd Fockes Park, Low 
a ry other’ estates. R, i. Livett, 
E. (A.), City Architect and haling Housing 
+ eww 7 Be a a Dep. £3 3s. 


DATE 
Desborough U.D.C.—18 houses on 2 sites. 
R. J. Williams and Partners, Architects, 
Market-st,, Kettering. Dep. £1 1s. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


FEBRUARY 4. 
*Bootle C.B.—Demolition and clearaace of 154 


brick and_ reinforced concrete shelters 
B.E. & 8. 
FEBRUARY 7. 
Chepping Wycombe T.C.—Demolition of sur- 


face and trench shelters, wardens’ poste, static 
water tanks, etc. 
FEBRUARY 11. 

Wrexham T.C.—Equipment for 158 houses: 
(1) ranges, grates, etc.; (2) sanitary goods, 
etc.; (3) gas appliances ; (4) door furniture; 
(5) menaanet joinery, etc. B.E. and 8 

EBRUARY 20. 
Canterbury 1.0.—Demolition of shelters and 


blast walls. City S 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


ee gre bf 4. 

Bridlington T.C.—E. d §. 

Cornwall C.C. —Ceusty "S. 

Rhondda U.D.C.—K. and 8. 

Tyldesley U.D.C.—E, and 8. 

Warrington. —. EB. and 8. 

EBRUARY 7. 

neaalinnt. ae i 

*Merton and Morden U.D.C.—Maintenance 
repairs and a of approx, 3® houses. 


E. Dep. £2 2s. 
FEBRUARY 8. 
Tottenham B.C.—T.C. 
FEBRUARY 9. 
East Grinstead U.D.C.—E. 
FEBRUARY it. 
Gloucs. C.C.—County S. 
Kesteven C.C.—County S. 
Leeds 1T.C.—Interior painting at Seacroft 
Emergency hospital. Superintendent of Works 
and Buildings, 125, Beckett-st., Leeds, 9 
FEBRUARY 12. 
Isle of Ely C.C.—County S. 
Kensington B.C.—T.C. 
FEBRUARY 16. 
Cheshunt U.D. rs —E. and 8. 
Enfield U.D. a oes 8. 


and §. 


+Wolverhampton’ a B.—B.E. 
FEBRUARY 18. 
Heston and Isleworth T.C.—B.E. 
EBRUARY 20. 
Bromiley T.C. a E. 
Southwark T.C.—T.C. 
FEBRUARY 25. 
Northumberland ©.C.—County S. 
O DATE. 
*Solihull U.D.G.—E. and S. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


JANUARY 31. 
tAberdeen T.C.—Construction of main built 


sewer. 


Tiverton T.C.—Laying of 2100 yds. of 4-in. 
cement-asbestos pipes. B.S. 
FEBRUARY 4 


Cardiff 7.¢.—Construction of. approx. 400 lin. 
yds. of 33 in. dia. and 693 lin. yds. of 30 in. 
tia. Face tube sewers, etc. City E. Dep. 


2 2s 

Diss U.D.C.—Roads and sewers at Frenze-rd. 
site. S. and Water E. Dep. £2 2s. 

Filey U.D.C.—Roads and sewers at Newlands 
(Corrigan’ s Field) site. §. Dep, £2 2s. 

Ramsey (Hunts) U.D.C.—Roads and sewers 

at Field-rd. 8. Dep. £2 

Stoke-on-Trent B.C.—Roads and sewers at 
Townsend, No. 2 site, Bucknall. Sir a 
Humphries and ‘MeDenald, Consulting E., 
Birmingham-rd., Wylde Green, Measeceann 


Dep. £3. 
FEBRUARY 6 
Martley R.D.C.—Provision, layin, and ant 
ing of er eee 5,720 lin. yds. of 12 in. 
and 9 in. and 6 in. dia. sewers, together with 
manholes, pamping station, rising main, ete., 
at Rushwick and Upper Wick. Willcox, Raikes 
and Marshall, 33, Gt. Charles-st., 
3. 


Dep, £5 5s. 
FEBRUARY 7. 

Andover R.D.C.—Roads and sewers for tem- 
porary bungalows. F, Henshaw, Architect, 
Westminster Bank-chbrs. 

Sen T.C.—Surface dressing of roads. 


Sturminster R.D.C.—Construction and main- 
tenance of approx. 1,100 yds. of 7 in. and 9 in. 
dia. stoneware and cast-iron sewers, sedimenta- 
tion tank, filter bed, humus tank, sludge-drying 

ds, etc. Lemon il Blizard. Castie-la., 
Southampton. Dep, £2 2s 
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FEBRUARY &. : 

Clare R.D.C.—Construction, completion and 
maintenance of approx. 3,200 yds. of.4 in. dia. 
and 7,800 yds. of 3 in. dia. spun-iron pipe, etc., 
at Bradey and Thurlow. Sileock. and Simpson, 
10, Park-row, Leeds, 1.. Dep. £2 (payable to 
fh. 


D.C.). 
Truro T.C.—Roads and sewers at Moresk-rd. 


city E. 

bend FEBRUARY 9. P 
Eastleigh T.C.—Road, sewer and drainage 
works at Chestnut-ave. B.E. Dep. £2 2s. 


FEBRUARY 11. 
Blackwell R.D.C.—Roads and sewers at 2 
sites. Architect and Housing Superintendent, 
Dale-close, 100, Chesterfield-rd. South, Mans- 


field, Notts. 
FEBRUARY 12. 
Aireboreugh U.D.C.—Roads and sewers at 
Haw-la. and Yeadon Haw. &. and 8. Dep. 
£2 2s. 


FEBRUARY 25. 
Poplar B.C.—Surface dressing of roads. T.C, 
Dep. £1 1s. 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 
Full details of Public Appointments marked * 
are advertised elsewhere in this issue. Those 
marked t+ have been advertised in previous 


issues. 
‘ JANUARY 31. 
*Worthing T.C.—Temporary Clerk of Works 


FEBRUARY 2. ; 
*Newcastle-on-Tyne £.0.—(a) Assistant 
Master for History of Architecture, some 
Building Geometry, Building Construction and 
Free drawing; (b) Assistant Master for 
Carpentry and Joinery. 


FEBRUARY 3, 
*Brownhills U.D.C.—Building Manager. 


FEBRUARY 4. 

“Barking T.C.—Clerk of Works. : 

*Bootle C.B.—(a) Town Planning Assistant ; 
(b) 3 Architectural Assistants. yes 

‘Gillingham T.C. — Assistant Building 
Inspector. 

“Leeds T.C.—Clerk of Works. 

*Leeds T.C.—Draughtsman. 

*Oadby U.D.C.—Clerk of Works. 

*Sittingbourne and Milton U.D.C.—Olerk of 


s. 
{West Bromwich C.B.—Clerk of Works. 


FEBRUARY 65, 
*Eastern Federation of Building Trades 
Employers.—(a)_ Organising Secretary; (b) 
Assistant Organising Secretary. : 
+Government of Northern treland.—Chief 


Architect. 
FEBRUARY 8. . 
*Battersea B.C.—2 Architectural Assistants. 
*Christchurch T.C.—Building Inspector. 
*Luton T.6.—(1) Chief Planning Assistant ; 
(2) Estates and Maintenance Assistant; (3) 


Architectural Assistant; (4) Architectural 
Assistant. 
FEBRUARY 9. ; 
*Birkenhead ©.B.—Temporary Architectural 
Assistant. t 
+ Burton-on-Trent C.B.—General Architectural 
Assistant. . , 
+Burton-on-Trent ©.B.—Chief Architectural 
Assistant. 


Assistant, 


+Croydon €.B.—Architectural tar } 
opt Administrative 


*Deptford T.C,—Temporary 
Assistant. ; ; 
+Middleton 1T.C. — (a) ‘Two Engineering 
Assistants; (b) One Architectural Assistant. 
*Oxford T.C.—Building Inspector. 


FEBRUARY 10. A 
tControl Commission for Germany.—(a) Civil 
Engineer experienced in harbour and_ dock 
works; (b) Civil Engineers for Roads Branch 
(Highways and Bridges). 
FEBRUARY 11. 
*Huddersfield ©.B.—(a) Chief Town Planning 
Assistant; (b) Second Town Planning Assistant 
+{pniversity of Liverpool T.C.— Full-time of 
Ungraded Lecturer and Studio Instructer at 
School of Architecture. 
t+ West Bromwich c.B8. — 


Assistants. 
FEBRUARY 12. 
*Goole T.C.—Technical Assistant. 
FEBRUARY 15. 
u.D.c. — Chie 


FEBRUARY 16. 
+Ministry of Town and Country Planning.— 
Regional Planning Officer. i 
*Swansea C.B.—Housing Architect. 
FEBRUARY 18. . 
+Mational Housing and Town Planning 
Council.—Conferences Secretary. 
*Nottingham T.C.—Quantity Surveyor. 
(ay oA Genior Architectural 
*Dudiey 6.B.—(a enior Architectura 
Assistanta Grade E; (b) 2 Junior Architec- 
tural Aesistants Grade A; (c) 2 Bngineering 
Assistants Grade D. | ‘ 
*Essex ©.C.—Building Surveyor and Archi- 


tectural Assistant. 


Architectural 


*Sedgeley Architectural 


Assistant, 
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GENERAL BUILDING WORK 


_Adwick-le-Street.—West Biding E.C. propose 
dining-hall and kitchen at Park school, Wood- 
lands. Plans by H. Wormald (A.), County 
Education Architect, County Hall, Wakefield. 

_Altrincham.—T.C, approved: Works exten- 
sions, Canal-rd., for Rotalac Co., Ltd.—T.C. pro- 
pose extensions at Town Hall and provision o 
Civic Centre.—T.C., Hale and Bowden U.D.C.’s 
and Buckley R.D.C. propose joint crematorium. 

Ashton-under-Lyne.—T.C., in conjunction with 
Dukinfield T.C., propose crematorium at Lees- 
td., at £14,000. , 

Billings-with-Winstanley. — U.D.C. approved 
sacredayy school at Winstanley-rd., for Lan- 
cashire E.C.- __ 

Re Peamann—U.De. to erect 182 houses. Plans 


y_S. 

Birkenhead.—E.C. propose dining-hall and 
kitchen at Woodchurch-la. ' 

Chesterfield.—Licensing Justices approved 
structural alterations at Poolstock Hotel for 
Ind. a & Allsopps, Ltd., Statioa-rd., 
Burton-on-Trent. 

v: .—E.C. propose school at Canley and 
at Ulverscroft-rd., Cheylesmore, also nursery 
school adjoining Foleshill House. 

Darlington.—Darlington Forge Co., Ltd., pro- 
pose to extend works, at £250,000. 

Failsworth.—A. Green, builder, 19, Mora-st., 
Moston, proposes 72 houses. 

Hale.—Hardy’s Crown Brewery, Ltd., Ren- 
shaw-st., Hulme, Manchester, propose erection 
of hotel at junction of Moss-la. and Orchard-dr. 

Jarrow.—Jarrow and Hebburn Co-operative 
Society secured site for model dairy and 
bakery, at £80,000. _ tiie 

Liverpoo!l.—Completion of the original plan of 
Blackmoor Park school. } 

London (Westminster City Council).—Mr. A. J. 
Thomas, F.R.I.B.A., 3la, Sloane-street, S.W.1, 
has been appointed architect for housing 
scheme in Gloucester-street, : 

Nelson.—Lancashire E.C. propose kitchen 
and dining-room at Grammar school. : 

Northamptonshire.—C.C. propose extensions 
to Sanatorium at Creston, at £50,000. 

Northumberland.—Canteen to be erected at 
North Sunderland school, Belford, for C.C. 

Sale.—Groves & Whitnall, Ltd., Kegent-rd. 
Brewery, Salford, propose erection of ‘‘ Wood- 
heys ” hotel at Washway-rd. 

Salford.—Governors of Salford Royal Techni- 
cal College propose adaptation of existing pre- 
mises for extensions. Pendleton Industrial Co- 
operative Society, Ltd., Mill-st., propose dairy 
und transport depot at Cromwell-rd., at 


200,000. 

South Shields.—J. H. Morton & Sons, Martins 
Bank-chbrs., Fowler-st.. South Shields, are 
architects for small modern factory for Lambs 
Products, Ltd.—M.O.W. to_erect telephone ex- 
change and garage at St. Hilda-st., for G.P.O. 

Stafford.—T.C. approved salt works at Bas- 
wich for Stafford Salt and Alkali Co., Ltd.—T.C. 
propose alterations at Burton House Maternity 
Home, at £8,250. 

Stockport.—E.C. propose school canteen at 
Carrington-rd. district.—T.C. approved: Re- 
erection of works at Mapie-rd., Offerton, for 
National Colours, Ltd.; canteen, rest room and 
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additional lavatories at Wellington-rd. 
for ation Vine,, Ltd. ear fee 
: —T.C. propose 62 ho ir- 
mingham-Junetion-rd- we oe 
Stretford.—Renovators (Provincial), Titd., 
Propose additions to works at Chester-rd 
Works additions and lavatories proposed at 
? + lena for National Corrugated Paper Co., 
‘Wallasey.—E.C. propose dining-room 
kitchen at Egerton-gr. Junior S Mixed a4 
Infants’ school. 


Wigan.—E.C. propose High figan- 
la reenhl — igh school at Wigan 
gston.—U.D.C. approv ans 

noise pproved plans for 112 
Workington.—Workington Brewery, Ltd., 
propose hotel, and Graves Cinemas, Ltd., Mary- 
ioe Ppropos6é @ cinema at Wether higgs 
or ork. —Tadcaster ae ne Co., Ltd., 
rotel a eckfield-la. Carr Grange 
estate.—T.C. propose covered market. m 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 
t Denotes provisionally accepted. 
+ Denotes recommended for acceptance. 
H Deas Cpamses. patject fo netiieation. 
c 
pee i 7] -M. Government 


Altrincham.—Removal of 125 shelters ; 
Various sites: *Yarwood’s (Altrincham) Ltd. 
Moss-la. Bridge, Altrincham, £7,005. " 

Braughing.—Site works and erection of 
Swedish houses, for R.D.C. P. V. Mauger (F.) 
architect: #J. J. Davey & Co., Atlas Works. 
Lenwade Norwich, £3,030 (site works); #J. L: 
Glasscock & Sons, Bishops Stortford,’ £13,003 


—_ 
urnham-on-Sea.—120 houses for U.D.C. *T 
South Western Federation of Building Trade 


Employers, £132,861. The contrac 
allocated as follows: W. J. Cosagien io 
Sons, £55,110 (50); W. J. Pople and Sons, Ltd. 
£42,546 (38) nai: Kk. Osmond, £17,668" (16): 
= din J0. ; ww arshi 
and Sons, £8,735 (8). —— 
urniey.—236 houses at Woodbin é 
T.C. E. 8. Stackhouse, B.E.: Bricklayer.’#W. 
Eaves & Co., Ltd., Vicarage-la., Marton, Black. 
pool; carpenter and joiner: *F, B. Lindsay « 
Sons (82 houses): *Works Department, Burnley 
Corp. (154 houses); slaters: *H. Hilton, Ltd. 
Nottingham; plumber and glazier: *Works De- 
partment, Burnley Corporation (154 houses) ; 
out oe etnahens). Ltd. (82 houses) : 
: orks De r C ‘a. 
ton. at ag 2 _ Burnley Corpora- 
esterfield.—Houses for R.D.C. J. B. Wike- 
ley, S. 48 at Wessington: ¥*J. ‘aaa 
Station New-rd., Tupton, £53,284; 59 at 
Hackenthorpe : *Daniel Hill & ” Roberts 
Sheffield, £58,312; 20 at Halfway: #Adam East. 
pay, ot ee Burns-la.. Warsop, Notts 
,899; SIX at Calow: *W. Evans. (C; y . 
Chesterfield, £6,150 epnleeseieilivapinies 
i aoe a Danek. for U.D.C. 
: d. Kitringham, architect, Council es 
*R. C. Williamson (Durham), Ltd., Station sd. 
Rowland Gill, Co. Durham, £52,554. 7 
Cwmbran.—gs houses for U.D.C.: *Blow 
Bros., Ltd., London, £97,088. ihe 
Halifax.—Houses for T.C. D. T. Lloyd Jones 
BS. 10 at Cousin-la.: *H. Baxendale & Sons. 
Shay-la,,, £8,900; 10 at Cousin-la.: #F. What. 
mough & Sons, Ltd., £8,900; 26 at Cousin-la. - 
*Pickles Bros. (Builders), Ltd., Gibbet-st.. 
£23,140; 26 at Balkfold-la.: *E. & T. Bower. 
Ltd., Rookery-la., £23,140 (all of Halifax). 
., Hetton.—38 houses for U.D.C.: *G. Fordy & 
Son, Boathouse-la., Stockton-on-Tees. ca 
Hinckley.—50 additional houses,. for U.D.C 
J. S. Featherston, §.: *F, Garner & Son 181, 
Loughborough-rd., Leicester, £54,000. ame 
eeds.—166 houses at Chelwood es : #§ 
a Lid, Sireet-ts., Leeds, pepaerere 
er.— 10uses at New Parks Estate. 
for TC. F, L. Beckett, City E. (32 houses) 
one Beck, Ltd., Abingdon-rd., £31,805; (30) 
Sherriff & Co., Ltd., Ireton-rd., £29,545; (30) - 
*Bradshaw Bros., Ltd., Tudor-rd., £29,794; (29) - 
Chitham & fo, 271, Welford-rd.. £28,647; (29) : 
-_ Je ¢ Sons, 42, She -St. a 
of eiest mton-st., £28,636 (all 
_Leyland.—Central kitchen, for Lan <. G 
Fishergate-hill, Preston: ieee icine. 
tion Co., Ltd., Leyland, nor. Preston, £4,786. 
el Hill (F.), County A., County Offices. 
Lichfield—Four_ houses at Comberford, for 
R.D.C. J. Rimand, §.: #*F. Mainprize. 
a ee Sawsria, £4,697. 
re . yungalows at Highfield-rd. site. 
for T. C, Cruickshank & Seward (F.), 16. 
Princess-st., Manchester 1: #W. Lionel Gray 
1933), Ltd., Hospital-bldgs., Hospital-rd.. 
arnworth, nr. Bolton, £25,600. 
Liandilo.—Contract No. 1—16 houses, Blaenau- 
rd., Contract No. 2—construction of roadway. 
etc., Blaenau-rd., Contract No. 3—12 houses. 
Cefngrug, Saron, Llanpebie, Contract No. 4— 


roadway, etc., Cefngrug, Saron, for R.D.C 
R. P. Walters, 8. Contract No, 1: #Lewis 
Davies & Sons,. Wellfield-yard, Pen Arh 


£16,842; Contract No. 2: Lewis Davies & 
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Sons, 21,571; Oontract No. 3: 


*Lewis Davies & 


Sons, £12,816; Contract No. 4: *Lewis Davies 


21, 198. 
(Air Ministry).—Contracts to v: 
of £509 or over for week ended January 19: 


& Sone, 


alue 





UNITE FOR STRENGTH 


6,000 


are now members of the 
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FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 


BUILDERS 


The Largest Truly Representative 
Organisation in the Industry 
| 


SUBSCRIPTION £3.3.0 p.a. 
LONDON REGION—37 AREAS. 
35 PROVINCIAL BRANCHES. 


Secretary: 


23, Compton Terrace, UpperSt.,N.1 
CANonbury 2041/3 


The address of your Branch Secretary 





i 
| ‘Phone or write: 


will be forwarded. 







THE BUILDER 


General maintenance work : F. Hossack & Son, 
Sleaford; A. J. Arnold, Ltd., Chelmsford; G. H. 
Miller & Co., Ltd., ‘London, W.C.1; William 
Sindall, Cambridge; ’G, A. Kenne ; Sons, Litd., 
Ipswich; | Bosworth Wakeford,  Litd., 
Daventry ; Sherriff & Co, 1943), Ltd., Leicester; 
Wilkins & Coventry, ristol ; Beric, Ltd.. 
Croydon. 
{London (M.0.W.).—Contracts placed by 
M.O.W, during week ending January 10:— 
London : Poplar Superstructures, outbuildings, 
ae etc., om, houses. Richard Costain, 
1n-s' 


a 8 ood Green, Kitchen at 
Glendale BAd Bhisol 


. Scott & Sons — 
don), Ltd., 2a, Sever N.21. Cornwall : 
Newquay 1, Seco houses, G. E. a vallis HM Gone, 
Ltd., Boscawen-st., Truro. Dorsetshire : 


Poole, C.B. 2, Seco houses, Reed & Mallick, Ltd., 
2, Rolleston-st., Salisbury, Wilts. Dumbarton: 
shire: Kirkintilloch, Canteen kitchen and 
dining-room at Townhead school, Chas. Gray & 
Son, Ltd., 393, Alexandra- parade, fe ma 
Essex: Witham U.D.C. 2, Seco houses and roa: 
and sewers, Thos. Bates 4 Son, Ltd., Old Brick, 
works, Harold Wood, Essex; Leyton B.C. 2, 
houses, G. H. Miller & Co., Ltd., Sheridan 
Works, Thorpe-rd., E.7. Gloucs: Bristol Cor- 
oration Area, Preparation at_ Northumberland 
ee estate site, Downing Rudman & Bent, 
ld-rd., Chippenham, Wilts; Bristol Cor- 
poration Area, Advance preparation of ponetng 
sites at Beech Hill, Frenchay Park-rd., H. F. 
Greenhill & Sons, 12, Winterstoke-rd., Bustol 
Herefordshire: Hereford, Tarran houses, Hiles 
& Son, Ltd., Holme Lacey-rd., Hereford. Kent : 
Deal, Central kitchen at Mill-rd. school, G. 
Lewis (Dover), Ltd., Widred-rd., Dover. Lancs : 
Denton 1, Tarran houses, Pochins Manchester, 
Ltd., Dunham Mount, Dunham-rd., Bowdon, 
Ches. Norfolk: Gt. Yarmouth C.B. 1, Arcon 
houses, Ames, Ltd., Dene Side, Gt. Yarmouth. 
Northumberland: Whitley Bay, Alterations and 
redecoration at Rex hotel, J. Liddell & Son, 
ower Gosforth, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
nf Wolverhampton, "Kitchen at Springfield- 
rd., East Midland Construction Co., Lower Green, 
Tipton, Staffs. na Halifax, Gentral kitchen 
at Ovendon . Baxendale & Sons, Shay-la., 
Ovendon, Halifax: Middlesbrou ugh, Kitchen at 
Southend school, Crown-st., W. King & Sons, 
Itd., Westbourne-gr., North Ormesby, Middles- 
brow h; Penistone, Kitchen, Henry Field & Son 
ntractors), Lid. Barnsley-rd., Stairfoot, 
Soon ey. 
London (War Dept.).—Works contracts placed 
by War Dept. for week ended January 12.— 














HARDWOOD 
FLOORING 
STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 


Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 








Boyle’s -si-eump” Ventilator 


OVER TWO MILLION IN USE. 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON 


VENTILATING a 
Emergency Address: : Addiscombe 1133 
34, MORLAND AVENUE, E. CROYDON, SURREY 


January 25 1946 


County Antrim: Miscellaneqpa work, §. Coulter 


and Sons, 
Newcastle-on- 
ta O87 


‘South Shields.—306 noweee, in four sections, 
Marsden-rd. scheme, 


Ball 
yenas houses at Lanercost- 
*R. S. ye & & Co., Newcastle-on- 


for 


orien Leech (Builders), Ltd., 2a, “Clayton: 


eh 4 bonpes at 


Newcastle-on-Tyne 1 
Gough-av., for 


B.S., Municipal-bldgs., 


J. Y. Hughes 
Bank Park: *Clough Gaskell, Ltd., Billinge- 


rd. Saw Mills, Wigan. 

Walsall. — X-ray Department at Manor 
Hospital, for T.C. E. Habershon, B.E 
*E. Crowder, Ltd., South- rd., Hentavonh: 
Birmingham, £ 264. 

Wednesfield.—12 houses, for U.D.C. A. H. 
i & St. Leger, Willenhall. 


enWvitie 
,» New iE... illenhall, nr. Wolverhamp- 


4 
Weymouth. —28 houses at Fleet-view, Wyke 


Regis, 
£31,640. 


for T.C.:. #R. V. Curtis, Weymouth, 
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“ALBION” 


EASY CLEAN 


PATENT HINGE 


The ideal hinge for stormproot 
casement. windows. Specially 
designed for EJMA standard 
joinery—and constructed to give 
ample clearance room to clean 
outside of windows from within. 
Simple fitting on bench—no 
cutting away — inexpensive. 
Illustrations,etc., sent on request. 


ALBION JOINERY WORKS LTD. 


Old Oak Common Lane, 
Willesden W.W.10 


Telephone - - Elgar 4802 
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Station Works. KiNG JAMES S7%,S.E./. (WAT5474,) 
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Consult us about your Factory TO-DAY /, 
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GALBRAITH 


BROTHERS 


BUILDERS 
CONTRACTORS 
& ENGINEERS 


of 
CAMBERWELL 


34 & 35, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, W.CA 


LIMITED 


HEAD OFFICE : 


Tel. : CHAncery 7901-3 




















